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ABSTRACT 



hese booklets, parts I and II of a three-part 
series, describe in detail issues related to the future deffelopment 
of an innovative outdoor public playground especially designed for 
integrated play between handicapped and able-bodied childrsn. The/ 
first booklet describes potential user groups— the types of children 
who are expected to use the playground, activities that are suggested 
for each user group, and special features needed in the playground- 
f^Lhe-groups-expacted to use the playground include able-bodied 

children, children with neuromuscular and orthopedic disabilities, 

children with mental retardation and brain injuries, children with 
visual and hearing iapairaeats, children with arthritis, and children 
with chronic conditions such as heart disease, diabetes, epilepsy, 
and heaophllia.) The coaprehenslve research studies that underlie the 
pirolect, including site analysis and criteria, are also described. 
The second booklet deals with the design coapetition program, devised 
by the city of Hew lork to encourage the widest variety of approaches 
snd solutions to the unigue- problem this kind of playground presents. 
The program specifies the various safety reguireaents, special 
recreaU/^Q needs, duration and maintenance of the playground, rules 
of the coacetition, and evaluation criteria to be used in judging the 
entries. In addition, an appendix indicates wheelchair diaensions for 
different age groups: specifies clearances and diaensions for rasps, 
steps, handrails and doorways: and suggests layouts for changing 
areas, toilet rooms, and several other playground components. 
(Author/HP) 
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FOREWORD 



The three booklets of A Playgrovmd for All Children describe 
in considerable detail a unique project that we £.t HUD are most 
interested in: the development, by the City of New York, of the 
nation* s first outdoor pviblic playground to be especially designed 
for integrated play between handicapped and able-bodied children* 

The first booklet describes the special play needs of the 
children, ages three to eleven^ who are expected to use the play- 
ground, along with their abilities and disabilities. It also 
describes the comprehensive, research studies that xmderlay the 
project, including site analysis and criteria. 

The second booklet deals with the design ccmipetition, devised 
by the City of New York to encourage the widest variety of approaches 
and solutions to. -this challenging assignment* 

The third booklet — • the resource volume documents the play- 
ground's development and deals with both process and product. Included 
in it fiure the survey of existing playgrounds, which was made in pre- 
paration for the competition, the four winning entries, and a des- 
cription of other innovative concepts, designs, and play components. 

We believe that the materials in these booklets will be of inte- 
rest to recreiition specialistSr architectural designers, to those involved 
in special education of handica^jped children, and to pxiblic officials and 
administrators all across the country. As the resource booklet concludes, 
perhaps the playgrovmd, when built, "will become a model for similar projects 
everywhere." 

1^ J,<:;ok forward to learning of your reactions to A Playground 
for All Children . 




Donna E. Shalala 

Assistant Secretary for Policy 

Development and Research 
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INTRODUCTION 



. • There has been a long felf need for appropri- 
ate recreation facilities for the many tliou- 
sands of New York City children who are dis-' 
abled. No such facilities are presently availa- 
ble. Recognizing the need, the City has set 
aside $100,000 from its first federal Com- 
munity Development Block Grant to design 
such a playground. It will be the first public 
playground in the nation specifically designed 
for the integrated recreational enjoyment of 
children with disabilities as well as able- 
bodied youngsters. 

The concept for this kind of playground as 
well as other issues concerning accessibility 
evolved from discussions Avith representatives 
of various organizations concerned with the 
problems of the disabled. These discussions 
led to the formal establishment, in September 
of 1974, of a unit in the Departnient of City 
Planning to coordinate work on programs for 
' persons with disabilities. > 

One of the first efforts of the office was to 
move part of the hearings on the 1975-76 
Draft Capital Budget from City Hall to the 
Tweed Courthouse which has an elevator. 
This made it possible for disabled persons in 
wheelchairs to attend part of the proceedings. 
However, it was clearly a make-do shift. 
Funds were subsequently included in the 
Draft Proposed Community Development 




Program and AppUcation for Community 
Development Program Block Grant Funds for 
an elevator at City Hall. As the Commission 
noted in its application: 

"This is a start of a long term commit- 
ment to the handicapped and disabled. 
The construction of an elevator and 
appropriate ramps will enable the 
handicapped to participate in all activi- 
ties held at City Hall. The City >vill 
therefore be expanding its capacity for 
citizen participation and thus furthering 
a substantial mandate of the Housing 
and Community Development Act. 

The importance of this initial project 
is highlighted by tfie concern of 
representatives of various groups serving 
the handicapped, expressed at recent 
Capital Budget hearings of the City 
Planning Commission.'' 

In March 1975 the Board of Estimate changed 
its hearings on the Community Development 
application io a location accessible to the 
handicapped. Several parent organizations, 
affiliated with institutions serving handi- 
capped children, petitioned New York City 
to create an mlegrated playground that could 
be used for recreation by their childrcii 
well as able-bodied children. The Park^, 
Recreation and Cultural /\ffairb Administration 
endorsed the request. The Board of Estimate 
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voted to approve undertaking this project and 
set aside $100,000 for the initial design work. 
This effort then also became part of the 
official application for New York City's Block 
Grant application under the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1974. 

There are three objectives to be met in the 
design of this playground: 

H Creation of a public playground that 
may be enjoyed by children in the 
three io 11 year age group, regardless 
of disability. 

^ Provision of an integrated play experi 
ence for disabled and able-bodied 
chddren. Many children with disabilities 
have little opportunity to participate in 
the larger community and are isolated 
from all kinds of experiences that are 
considered normal and desirable parts 
of development. Even the few recreation 
facilities available to the disabled child 
are often totally segregaied by type of 
disability. Similarly, the able-bodied 
child's perception of his world is 
generally limited to play with other 
able-bodied children. 

Dciclopmcnt of prototypical playgronn I 
features that may be used in neighbor 
hood playgrounds throughout the city. 
It it hoped that this playground will be 
tome an example of how the needs of 
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— MAJOR HIGHWAYS 
O MAJOR VEHICULAR NODES 
^ BESTINTRA/CnrVEHtClilJVRN^ 

BEST INTRA/CITY VEHICULAR 
NODES AT REGIONAL PARKS 




Iliustnition No. 1 



the handicapped can be served in the 
citv recreation facilities. Successful 
components of this playground will be 
reproduced in neighborhood play- 
grounds as they are refurbished or 
developed. 

in order lo <;nc<)urage a variety of approac;hes 
ami sohitions. the City, with funds set aside 
for beginning design work, will hold a design 
competition, with the Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural Affairs Administration and the 
Department of City Planning acting as joint 
sponsors. 

This report is liitended to give playground 
designers preliminary information about the 
play^ound and the children who are expect- 
ed to use it. 

Background Studies 

In developing the concept of the playground, 
the City has been working with agencies c^>d 
-individuals experienced in the recreational 
needs of children with disabilities. Lists of 
the individuals and agencies consulted may be 
found in appendices A and B. Among the 
many private groups consulted were the 
Manhattan, Queens, and Nassau County 
United Cerebal Palsy centers, the New York 
L versity Medical Center Institute of Re- 
habilitation Medicine, and the Muscular- 
Dystrophy Association. Among the indi- 
viduals coiisulted were physicians, physical 
therapists, recreation specialists, and parents 
of children with handicaps. 
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Transportation-Population Study 

Because this playground will be the first, 
and for some time at least, the only facility 
of its kind in New York, it is expected to 
draw children from the entire city. Therefore, 
it must be conveniently accessible to the 
largest possible number of children with 
disabilities. 

In order to eliminate land costs and reduce 
the time required for site selection, the 
decision was made to locate the playground in 
an existing regional park in the City. Trans- 
portation and population studies were then 
undertaken to determine which park was 
most readily accessible to the largest number 
of disabled children. 

A number of agencies serving handicapped 
youngsters were surveyed to check the 
validity of three assumptions regarding 
transportation: 

1. Agencies serving handicapped children 
would use this playground as a program 
resource. 

2. Parents would bring their own youngsters. 

3. All groups would travel primarily, if not 
exclusively, by car?, vans, and buses rather 
than subways. 
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In all instances these assumptions were vali- 
dated. 

Transportation specialists, utilizing the pri- 
mary criterion of vehicular accessibility, 
identified the most accessible locations or 
areas within each borough and tlien determin- 
ed which of these areas were most accessible 
to the remainder of the City. Altogether, 35 
major vehicular traffic nodes were identified. 
Five of these nodes were then selected on the 
basis of accessibility to the regional parks. 
(Illustration no. 1). The choice of parks was 
then narrowed to Bronx, Flushing Meadow, 
and Prospect parks. 

The three regional parks were analyzed for 
comparative highway accessibility. A 15-mile 
highway range (approximately a 30-minute 
trip) from each park was projected, and 
comparative highway accessibility was 
mapped. (Illustrations nos. 2, 3, 4). 

In the absence of a census, handicapped 
children were assumed to be evenly distribu- 
ted throughout the population. Gross popula- 
tion within a ten-mile radius of Flushing 
Meadow Park, Bronx Park, and Prospect Park 
was computed by borough and by total 
numbers: (Illustration no. 5) 





Gross Population* Within Ten-Mile Radius of: 
Flushing Meadow 

Park: Manhattan 814,628 

Bronx 763,892 

Queens 1,871,452 
Richmond 

Brooklyn 1,057,370 

Total 4,507,342 



Bronx Park: Manhattan 921,833 

Bronx 1,471,690 

Queens 522,927 
Richmond 

Brooklyn •■ 

Total 2,916,450 



Prospect Park Manhattan 602,252 
Bronx 

Queens 615,471 

Richmond 72,070 

Brooklyn 2,602,012 

Total 3,891,805 

*Source: 1970 Census 



The locations ot public and p-ivate agencies, 
institutions, and schools serving handicapped 
children were mapped in relation to the 
regional parks, as were New York City's 28 
poverty areas. Eight of the poverty areas were 
within the ten-mile radius of Bronx Park, 13 
were within the ten-mile radius of Prospect 
Park, and 14 were within the ten-mile radius , 
of Flushing Meadow Park (Illustration no. 5). 

Site selection analysis of 12 specific locations 
within these three parks is detailed on page 26, 
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User Group Study 



POPliLATION WITHIN 10 MILE 
RADIUS OF THE 3 HNAL SELECTED 
PARKS (in millions) 

- Wl POVERTY AREAS 




Flushing 
Meadows 





Illustration No. 5 



After preliminary conceptualization of the 
park was completed, an overview survey was 
undertaken* x)f indmduais and agencies 
serving children with disabilities. Reactions 
were sought to proposed play activities and to 
assumptions regarding physical adaptations, 
special play programs, and special monitoring 
for the playground. Information was sought 
so that the potential users of this facility 
might be defined by type of dysfunction. 
Several typical responses are appended.** 

A second study was then undertaken to learn, 
in depth, of the effects of the Jisability on 
the child in this age group. **^* Wliat were the 
manifestations of the handicap or disease? 
Were there related disabilities? What were the 
physical limits imposed on the child by the 
handicap? What did children with this disa- 
bility particularly enjoy? What would help 
them develop? What should be avoided? What 
were the special needs aiid safety require- 
ments? What are his relations with other 
children, handicapped and able-bodied? 

A general search of the literature was under- 
taken. Interviews, field visits, correspondence, 
and telephone discussions were employed in 
both studies. 

*Appendix C, Overview Survey 
**Appendix D, E, F, G, Responses to 
Overview Survey 
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Summary of Findings - User Groups 

There are rwo distinct factors influencing po- 
tential use of the playground. The first is the 
size of the population affected by the particu- 
lar disability. Because there has been no 
cen^jus of the disabled, agencies serving the 
handicapped were asked to indicate their 
perceptions of the largest potential user 
groups. 

The second factor is whether or not children 
with a particular disabiUty would benefit 
from, or require, special playground facilities. 
Children who are mildly retarded, although 
they are the largest group of disabled chil- 
dren, can use play facilities no different from 
those used by able-bodied children. Because 
they do not require special playground facili 
ties, they are not expected to attend the play- 
ground any more frequently than able-bodied 
children. 

For purposes of analysis, the disabilities per- 
ceived to be the most prevalent have been 
classified into five user groups. The sixth 
category is the able-bodied child. The user 
groups should not be considered as finite or 
CAclusive categories. Many disabilitico not 
specifically mentioned will also require special 
planning. The user groups arc simply a way of 
breaking down the population to facilitate 
analysis. The playground is ir. tended for all 
children in the appropriate age groups. 



The surveys led to the conclusion that the 
largest group of special users of the play- 
ground would be children with neuromuscular 
and orthopedic handicaps. These include 
amputees and children with cerebral palsy, 
spina bifida, and muscular dystrophy. The 
second largest group was thought to be 
youngsters affected by mental retardation and 
brain injuries. The third group consisted of 
the Wind or visually impaired and the deaf or 
hearing impaired. The fourth group was chil- 



dren with arthritis. Children with otficr 
chronic conditions, such as diabctcis, heart 
disease, epilepsy, and hemophilia, would be 
the smallest group of .special users of the play- 



ground. 



Th(» following sections deal specifically with 
these six grotips. They contain descriptions of 
the childrei, suggested play activities, and 
design considerations. 
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USER GROUPS 



USER GROUP I 
ABL&BODIED CHILDREN 

This playground will be a new experience for 
the able-bodied youngster. He probably will 
have no prior experience in relating to chil- 
dren who are disabled. We anticipate that 
special considerations are necessary to make 
the able-bodied child feel that the playground 
is one that he too will find exciting and yet be 
comfortable in. 

In general, it is expected that true integration 
of able-bodied youngsters will be easiest when 
the child is below school age, because children 
at that age tend to be more tolerant and freer 
of value judgments than older, school aged 
children. The younger children, however, may 
be more apt to embarrass their parents with 
questions about handicaps that they are ex- 
posed to. An older child is likely to swing \ 
from withdrawal and avoidance to the role of 
a 'Volunteer helper.'' The success of the play- 
ground and the program will be partially 
measured by the degree to which the able- 
bodied child is influenced to participate 
openly, fully and equally in play with 
disabled children. ^ 



as his whim dictates. The cMlenge in this 
setting will be to check excess speed and total 
abandon. This goal would best be achieved by 
activities that substitute in-depth exploration 
and concentration for speed and space 
conquest. 

For example, activities such as animal care 
and gardening will put all youngsters on an 
equal basis. Providing wheelchairs for all to 
use in wheelchair basketball and wheelchair 
mazes should be exciting and challenging. 
Blindfolded children will have fun and gain 
greater respect for blind children in identifi- 
cation games based on touch. 



ACTIVITIES 

: w The able-bodied-youngster is used to being 

^ in command of his body, and actively mobile 

in a playground He enjoys darting from one 
activity to another and using physical energy 
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USER GROUP n , ' 
CHILDREN MTH NEUROMUSCULAR 
AND ORTHdPEDIC HANDICAPS 

DESCRIPTIONS 

CerebralPalsy 

There are three main types of ..rebral palsj. 
First, there is the spoitic individual, who 
moves wth difficulty. This condition varies 
from the minor occurrence, where one has an 
awkward gait, to the most^extreme case, 
where one is completely stiff and unable to 
move voluntarily. Second, there is the 
athetoid individual, who has too much mo- 
tion; his movements are involuntary and 
uncontrolled. Most athetoid individuals have 
some mobility and many of them can walk 
with difficulty. Very few of tliem a/e totally 
immobilized. Third, there is the ataxic child, 
who has jerky movements and disturbed 
balance and coordination. He may also have a 
disturbed sense of depth perception. 

Many children with cerebral palsy are also 
mentally retarded, thereby being multiply 
handicapped. Many children mih cerebral 
palsy use orthopedic devices or v/heelchairs. 
The condition is not progressive. 

Spina Bifida 

Spina bifida ib a malformation of the nervun^ 
system commonly known as ''open spine.'' 

^ 30 



Most individuals with spina bifida are para- 
paretic they have impaired control aiid 
sensation below the waist. Consequently 
many ambulate only with the aid of leg or 
knee braces, and/or crutches. 

Some of them are wheelchairbound. 
Normally they do not have bladder or bowel 
control. However, most of them have full use 
of their upper extremities. Mild retardation 
may sometimes be a secondary handicap. 
Spina bifida is not progressive. 

Muscular Dystrophy 

Muscular dystrophj consists of a group of 
chronic diseases whose most prominent 
characteristic is the progressive degeneration 
of the voluntary muscles. There are variations 
in the age of onset and the rate of pro- 
gression. As a rule* the earlier the clinical 
symptomij appear, the more rapid is thr pro 
gression. 

The major type of muscular dystrophy is 
Duchenne. It occurs predominantly in males. 
Its onset usually occurs between the ages of 
two and six. Initially the muscles of the pelvic 
girdle are involved, and the sufferer develops 
postural defects, a waddling gait, and difficul- 
ty in ascending stairs and rising from the 
floor. Muscles of the shoulder girdle become 
involved a few years later. 

Most children with muscular djstroph) walk 
until they are around six years of age, at 
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which time they may go into braces to keep 
from falling. Frequently at the age of ten they 
are corifined to wheelcharis. Generally they 
are unable to grasp well, and many have 
limited arm movement. Mental retardation is 
not a related secondary handicap. 

*Muscula; Dystrophy Association Description 
of Diseases, Patient and Community Service 
Programs 

Amputees 

Amputees may have loss of any of their ex- 
tremities, or portions of them. Depending 
upon their condition, they may use artificial 
Hmbs, crutch»*s, or wheelchairs. 

ACTIVITIES 

The playground experience should offer 
social, motor, cognitive and sensory stimula- 
tion for the children. It should motivate them 
to try new things - the activities should be 
exciting and challenging. Ideally, the environ- 
ment should motivate the wheelchair-bound 
child to use his abilities to the fullest - to 
climb, crawl or wheel to the play equipment. 

Individual play activities should give the child 
a variety of stimuli in movement, balancing, 
and texture. The designs should create inter- 
action among handicapped and able-bodied 
children playing in small groups of two to five 
individuals. The following play activities 
should be provided for: 




IsV \1. Swinging andtocking equipment of various 
|rl ' \ sizes, with special back andl arm supports. 

IsfT 2. Sliding surfaces that prevent children from 
l^v falling out or tipping over, sugji as hill 

slides. Consideration should be given to 
ife children who must slide on their stomachs. 

fr 3. Multi-level equipment that provides climb- 
; ing, walking, and balancing experiences. 

| , 4. Exploration of textures and resilient densi- 
f- ties. Sand, lawn, and fabricated soft play 

I' areas should prove valuable in tliis context. 

f 5. Play in shallow running water, including 
y floating toys and gentle sprinklers. Particu- 

- * lar attention must be paid to the safety of 

^ the handicapped child in water. 

6. Crawling through:tunhels and rolling over 
: mounds. 

7. Passive play, such as checkers and picnick- 
ing. 

It was suggested that some larger group activi 
tics might be provided for in suitably modi- 
fied forms. Provision of tlic following 
activities will depend upon the size of the 
playground and its location. 

1. Basketball, volleyball, softball. 

2. Puppet shows, wheelchair dancing. 

3. Bowling. 

I 4. ShuffiCboard. 

H 5. Horseshoes. 

E', 6. Miniature golf or croquet. 



SPECIAL FEATURES 

Listed below are special features that arc 
necessary for this group of children: 

1. Spaces and equipment should be accessible 
to and able to accommodate children using 
crutches, walkers, or canes; children sitting 
in and getting in and out of wheelchairs; 
children crawling on their hands and knees; 
and children who must stay in a prone 
position. Handrails for the different age 
groups must be provided. (They diould not 
be greater than 3/4 of an inch in diameter 
so that they can accommodate amputees 
with hooks on artificial limbs.) 

2. Many of these children have poor sitting 
balance. Some provision should be made 
for special hack and arm rests. Another 
suggestion was that some benches should 
be proNdded ^v^thout backs, so that these 
children couUl straddlc the bench and lean 
on their hands and arms to support them- 
selves. 

3. Safety is a feature that must be built into 
any playground. However, children who 
have difficulty in moving and balancing 
themselves pose special problems. Conse- 
quently, a strong emphasis should be put 
on the creation of a safe environment in 
this new playground. Materials, placement 
of equipment, heifjhts, ami > dgcs should all 
receive particular scrutiny. Another aspect 
of safety is control. Parents or supervisors 



should be able to monitor the children 
visually and occasionally exercise physical 
control over them, without undue diffi- 
culty. Arrangements might include 
separation of certain play activities, and 
placement of adult sitting areas so that 
they have strong visual control of activity 
areas. 

4. Shade from trees during warm weather 
provides a pleasant way for anyone to keep 
cool. However, shade is particularly 
important for many disabled children. 
Drinking can be a difficult problem; conse- 
quently, they can dehydrate quickly. Some 
children must take medication that can 
interfere with the normal perspiration 
process and cause overheating. In addition, 
some drugs cause sun-sensitivity. The 
amputee has less skin area for his body to 
perspire with; therefore, he needs shade. 
(Many spina bifida children have problems 
with spinal fluid building up in the brain, 
and this condition combined with excessive 
heat may result in the child having a 
seizure.) 

5. The location of extra drinking fountains 
must be considered for the child who has 
difficulty getting about. Drinking fountains 
and toilet rooms must be accessible to the 
disabled. In addition many of the children 
of all ages do not have bladder and bowel 
control. Provision must be made for 
shielded diaper changing areas for the older 
children. 



USER GROUP TI 
CHILDREN WITH MEN*! AL 
RETARDATION AND BRAIN INJURIES 

DESCRIPTIONS ^ 

Mental Retardation , 

Mental retardation may be caused by brain 
damage, post-birth trauma, genetic reasons, 
or unknown factors. The mentally retarded 
child is develop, nentally disabled. Develop- 
ment is not only slower in mentally retarded 
children, it is frequently uneven and different 
from normal development patterns. The re- 
tarded child may have varying degrees of 
maturity in each facet of development - 
physical, social, intellectual, and emotional- 
Retardation is generally classified into four 
broad functional categories - mild, moderate, 
severe, and profound retardation. 

Mildly Retarded 

Sliglitly less than 90 per cent of the mentally 
retarded are classified as mildly retarded. 
They are very similar to non-retarded children 
except that their rate and degree of develop- 
ment is slower, and retardation of neuromus- 
cular development may lead to retardation of 
the motor skills. The recreational needs of the 
mildly retarded can be met in any good play- 
ground facility designed for the able-bodied 
child. 
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Moderately, Severely, Profoundly Retarded 

Around ten per cent of the retarded are classi- 
lied as moderately, ;>everely, or profoundly 
retarded. Approximately 30 per cent of the 
people in these categories have serious 
secondary handicaps. Children suffering 
from Downs Syndrome, or mongolism, often 
have congenital heart defects as well; the pro- 
foundly r'^tarded child may be spastic. Otfier- 
wise secondary hcndicap^iave no set pattern. 

There is unusual slowness in overall develop- 
ment and a qualitative difference in thought 
organization; there may be a lack of physical 
self-awareness. All of these children lag in 
motor development, perception, balance, and 
coordination. Some of tliem are not toilet 
traired. Many may not be able to understand 
the cause of danger, or any cause and effect, 
^nd so safety is a major concern. 

Brain Injured Children 

Although brain injuries may result in many 
different disabilities, the term is generally 
used to descriL ne non-retarded child who is 
hyperactive. Th .rain-injured child will also 
generally have perceptual disabilities. A large 
portion have poor gross motor coordination 
and are several years behind able-bodied chil- 
dren in physical coordination. The brain- 
injured child is impulsive and quick and may 
be unaware of danger to himself or others. 
He may be frenetic and easily distractcble. 
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Additional manifestations may include 
immaturity, difficulties with fine motor 
coordination, poor judgment, speech 
problems, and perseveration problems (such a 
child may repeat an action or word continu- 
ously). Unlike the mentally retarded child, 
the brain-injured child usuaUy has very quick 
motions. 

ACTIVITIES 

The play experience for retarded and brain im- 
paired children should encourage motor 
activities to help them improve their coordi- 
nation and should be sensitive to their 
physical coordination difficulties. A child 
with one of these disabilities very often has a 
poor perception of his body, its mobility, and 
the relationship of his body to space. The 
derign of tlie facility should foster experi- 
ences with differentiation of spaces, shapes, 
and forms. The child should be tempted to 
try something new and to explore his environ- 
ment. However, for reasons of safety and 
supervision the environment must be a 
contained area. 

Many parents tend to baby a retarded child, 
hindering his development. It would be best if 
facilities were designed so that the child can 
gain a sense of being his own master; he wiil 
then find his own lev<el in play. 

Calming activities are recommended for the 
hyperactive child. Among these activities 
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are play with water or with soft or inflatable 
play equipment, and play in nature areas. 
Lively iactivities that allow a safe discharge of 
energy - such as play with punching bags, or 
jumping - are also recommended. 

Specific su^estions for this group include the 
-following: 

1. Hay involving motor skills. Climbing, 
especially hand-over-hand climbing, 
and activities that involve crawling will 
help coordination and gross motor skill 
development. 

2. Jumping and bouncing activities, 
similar to play on a trampoline 
designed with special safety features. 

3. Activities that develop the child's eye- 
hand and eye-foot coordination and 
spatial perception. One therapist 
suggested a fixed "baseball stand," which 
would have a retractable ball strung 

to it. 

4. Balancing and walking on railroad 
ties, or other activities that develop gait 
and sense of balance. 

5. Mazes - designed so the child is not aware 
tliat he can be watched. These are fun, 
invite exploration, and help liie child's 
perceptual development. 

6. Sand and water play, in ajipropriate forms 
for all age groups, including the older and 
larger children. 



7. Flexible soft play equipment (foam blocks 
have been suggested) so the child can create 
his own environment Outdoor inflatables 
that give slightly when crawled and walked 
on will help the child's sense of cause and 
effect. 

8. Activities that develop fine motor coordi- 
nation. These might include play equip- 
ment with tactile and visual appeal that 
involves finger movement. 

' 9. Music, dance and art activities. 

10. A nature area 

Some group activities mentioned for U5»er 
Group II were also suggested for these chil- 
dren. However, these activities must also be 
modified to meet the needs of children with 
poor coordination and perceptual difficulties 
for instance, basketball hoops will need to be 
lower. Competitive play is not recommendec^. 
In general, individual, parallel, or cooperative 
play would be best. 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

1. The must prominent requirement for this 
group is safety. Many of these children are 
not aware of cause and effect and do not 
perceive danger. Provisions must be made 
to keep them from injuring themselves 
and others. Rubberized areas have been 
suggested. Falls should be anticipated; 



these children may climb (if phjsically 
able) higher than they can safely ^- , with- 
out realizing the danger. 

2. All of these children will need supervision. 
The design should allow for the easy exer- 
cise of maximum control. This is an impor- 
tant consideration for individual play 
equipment, but it must also be taken into 
account in the design of the whole play- 
ground. In particular, the design must 
ensure that a child will not be able to 
wander off and get lost, jr run into danger. 

3. A substantial number of these children will 
have secondary handicaps, as in User Group 
II, and will require accessibility features 
such as those mentioned in User Group II. 

4. Shade i° needed, and easily accessible 
drinking fountains are a special consider- 
ation. Some authorities believe that dehy- 
dration or overheating may be a problem. 
Some children require medication which 
may cause sun-sensitivity. 

5. Shielded diaper-changing areas must be 
provided for those older children who are 
not toilet-trained or who lack bladder or 
bowel control Additionally, some older 
children will need adult .supervision or 
assistance in the normal toileting process. 
Provision should be made for large pri- 
vate toilet cubicles so that an adult may 
accompany an older child ^f either sex 



USER GROUP IV 
CHILDREN WITH VISUAL AND 
HEARING IMPAIRMENTS 

DESCRIPTIONS 

Children who have lost their sight completely 
are referred to as blind; those with all other 
degrees of visual loss are considered to have 
impaired vision. Occasionally, tliese children 
are afflicted with other disabilities as well. 

Children who are deaf or hard of hearing may 
have balance and perceptual difficulties 
directly related to their hearing difficulties. 

AcnvmEs 

Play facilities for the blind or visually im- 
paired child should emphasize the use of his 
other senses. The deaf or hearing impaired 
child's play needs are not significantly differ- 
ent from those of an able-bodied youngster, 
except obviously, that visual information 
mustTi^pIace all aural information. 

In addition to creating a fun place for tiie 
able-bodied youngster, special criteria for 
User Group IV would consist of the 
following: 

1. Use of strong visual cues to supplement 
aural cues for the deaf and hard of hearing. 
For instance, signs should be brightly 
colored and graphically incisive. Strong 



contrast of color and shade is also helpfui 
for the partially sighted child. 

2. Sound play is fun for all youngsters, but 
will get special responses from blind 
children. Strong vibrations that have quali- 
ties of rhythm and tone could betume 
sound play for deaf children. Babkethall 
hoops might be equipped with :>ound 
devices so that blind children ma) know 
where to throw the ball. 

3. SpavC and equipment fur the blind child 
bhould emphasize texturol qualities. 

4. Natural areas with fragrance gardens have 
been recommended for all children, but 
especially for blind youngsters. 

5. Special swinging, balancing, and moving 
activities should be provided for tliose deaf 
children with balance and perceptual 
difficulties. 

6. A multi-level, milti-activity maze has been 
suggested for use by all children. It could 
be equipped with braille instructions for 
blind youngsters. 

SPECIAL FEAfURES 

1. Safety is of special concern for children 
who have difficulty seeing or hearing. Soft 
areas must be provided for blind children, 
who may fall while cHmbing equipment. A 



child who is hard of hearing must be pro- 
tected not only from personal injury but 
also frora^amage to his expensive hearing 
aid. 

2. Special textures and Jbraille signs should bf: 
Ubtd to heh» the blind child identify loca- 
tionb a/id activities within the plaj^ound. 
Waibt high fencing and guard rails have also 
been recommended. 

3. Water play must be designed to be safe for 
the blind child, and the effect uf water on 
hearing aids must also be taken into con- 
sideration. 
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USER GROUP V 
CHILDREN WITH ARTHRITIS 

\ DESCRIPTIONS 

^ The most common arthritic or rheumatic 
^'^ ' disefse amongst children is juvenile rheuma- 
toid arthritis. It may appear at any age^ and it 
cripples more, girls than boys* Painful. joint 
inflammation, soreness, stiffness, and limita- 
tion of motion are common among these 
children. Joints may be deformed, twisted, 
and swpUen. Juvenile rheumatoid arthritis 
varies in severity and is characterized by 
periods of improvement, or remission, 
followed by new flare-ups that occur with- 
out warning. Some children must use canes or 
crutches while walking. 



ACWVITIES 



The arthritie child needs individual play with 
, an emphasis on gradation of activities. He 
- ^ must be able to play at a pace that is tolerant 
of his physical condition. Competitive play 
can be harmful to the arthritic child, because 
it may tempt j^m to overstress arthritic joints. 
The individufJ play activities listed for User 
Group II would also i)e good for the arthritic 
child. 

SPECUL FEATURES 

1. Rest between periods of play is ot utmost 
importance to the arthritic child. Conse- 



quently, provision must be made for 
seating areas with passive play activities 
available that will encourage these children 
to rest when they need to. 

2. Large group activities should not be 
planned for these children. 

3. Special toilet facilities with higher seats and 
grab bars must be provided. 



USER GROUP VI 
/ CHILDREN WITH 0 THER CHRONIC ^ 
C0NDITIO?;S SUCH AS HEART DISEASE, 
DIABETES, EPILEPSY, AND HEMOPHMA 

DESCRIPTIONS 

It is not possible to enumerate and describe 
all of the conditions or disabilities which may 
affect children. Some affect their ability to 
use or safely enjoy standard playground 
facilities, but others may not, or may have 
only a minimal effect. 




User Group VI includes those four conditions 
that, in addition to the ones included in 
previous user groups, were most commonly 
perceived at possibly requiring special recrea- 
tion planning. Once again, it is important to 
note that many disabilties not mentioned in 
this report will require special planning. 
Omission oi a particular disability in this 
report does not mean that the playground will 
be unable to accommodate a child witii that 
disability. The playground will be for all 
children in thr appropriate age group. 

Heart Disease 

Heart disease in children usually takes one of 
two forms: congenital heart deformity, or 
di.s()r(lers induced by rheumatic fever. A 
rongcfHtai iirart deformity is a defect of some 
part of the heart, or a major bloo(j vessel near 
the heart, that develops prior to birth. As a 
general rule children with congenital heart 
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conditions may have secondary disabilities 
such as diabetes* Rheumatic fever frequently 
wesfa^s the pumping action of the heart, and 
the^^rt valves may become inflamed. Re- 
sultant scar tissue may cause continuing inter- 
ference with normal blood flow. 

Diabetes 

Diabetes results from failure of the pancreas 
to produce sufficient insulin, which is 
necessary to use food properly. The condition 
is controlled by diet and insulin intake. Diet 
and insulin intake are adjusted in anticipation 
of physical activity. The known ditibetic child 
receiving proper care will have no physical 
restrictions, and will use a play^ound as any 
able-bodied child. 

{^emophili':^ 

Hemophilia is a genetically transmitted dis- 
order of blood coagulation. It affects males 
only. Children with hemophiliac conditions 
must be on a continuous alert for the occur- 
rence of hemorrhages especially into the 
joints. 

Epilepsy 

Epilepsy is the symptom of a* neurological 
disorder that manifests itself in seizures, 
resulting from too much energy being dis- 
charged frpm the brain. Seizures vary greatly 
in their intensity and duration. They may 
involve loss of consciousness, stiffening of 
muscles, and jerks of the limbs. Drowsiness, 



day dreaming, confusion, or fatigue may 
follow an epileptic seizure. Retarded children 
may have epileptic seizures and children with 
cerebral palsy and spina bifida may have 
similar seizures. 



ACTIVITIES 

Children within this user group, for the most 
part, can enjoy the same activities as able- 
bodied children. However, on occasion some 
will have lower energy levels than able-bodied 
children and consequently will have to 
modify their activities. 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

1. iMany of these children tire easily and on 
occasion wiU have weak spells. Consequent- 
ly provision of attractive rest areas with 

, passive play activities should be considered 
in the design of the playground. 

2. The use of resilient surface^ and the <*\uid 
ance of sharp edges is especially important 
for hemophiliac and epileptic children. 

3. As in User Groups II and III, shading is of 
particular concern to some of the children 
within this group. 

4. Safety in water play is of special concern to 
the epileptic child, who may have an un- 
expected seizure and loss of consciousness. 

5. Diabetic children require immediate avail 
ability of orange juice, fruit, or soft drink 
with added sugar in case of insulin reaction. 
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CONCLUSIONS 



There ai-e a wide variety of special needs that 
must be planned for in designing the play- 
ground. However, despite the wide variance in 
specific problems, a surprising commonality 
of needs and possible solutions emerges. 



Activities 

Multiple leveb of activity are needed, from 
passive games to active sports. Although there 
may be differing reasons for the activity 
depending upon the us^x group, the following 
types of activities are suggested to meet the 
recreation requirements of the children in all 
of the user groups: 

1. A multi-level multi-activity maze (all 
groups). 

2. Activities that provide sensory stimulation; 
tex;tures and tactile play, resilient densities, 
soft play equipment (especially User 
Groups II, III, IV, V). 

3. Play involving body movement - swinging, 
rocking, sliding, climbing, crawling and 
jumping (especially User Groups II, III, 
IV, V). 

4. Balancing and walking activities (espe- 
cially User Groups II, III). 



5. Water play (all groups). 

6. Sand play (all groups). 

7. Passive play and interesting rest areas 
(especially User Groups II, V, VI). 

8. Grassy areas and nature areas (all groups). 

9. Modified group sports and other group 
activities. Many classic sports can be 
adapted for play by the disabled child 
with some change in the physical setup 
(especially User Groups II, III, IV). 

Able-bodied children (User Group I) and 
those with very similar play needs (User 
Group VI) will enjoy all of the above activi- 
ties. 

Multiple levels of excitement are needed, 
from activities that calm through to those 
that stimulate and excite. 

Although facilities for individual, parallel, 
cooperative, and group play are needed, it is 
expected that parallel and cooperative play 
will he the major modes of interaction. 

Multiple levels of skill should be planned for. 
The ideal facility is one that can be used 
successfully by children of various le.els of 
ability, skill, and agility, and present challenge 
and fun to each. 
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Special ConsiderationB 

Persons concerned with the special needs of 
children with disabilities generally have one of 
two points oi view whenjt comes to the issue 
of play. One yiew is ^hat the disabled child 
needs constant protecition and shelter The 
other is that the child should be encouraged 
to act independently. Among the causes of 
these differing attitudes are the nature of the 
disability under cor.dideration and Uie 
parent's or professional's pUIosophy, emo 
tional makeup, and judgement based upon 
years of experience with the disabled child. 
Both views are valid, and interestingl) enough 
proponents of both points of view support 
the concept of the integrated playground as 
presented in this report It is agreed that/acif- 
ities must be designed to allow parental and 
staff monitoring at fairly close range. How- 
every skillful placement and design can leave 
the child unaware of the aduWs closeness, 
fostering an illusion of independence. 

For some children, a more closely contained 
area is necessary for monitoring and safety 
^especially User Groups II, III/ 

Safety is of paramount importance. Resilient 
surfaces and rounded edges on all equipment 
are mandatory. Falls should be anticipated 
from all equipment. Grab bars are needed. 
Handrails, not greater than 3/4 of an inch in 
diameter, should be provided. 

ShadingPSTssential for most groups (especial- 
ly User Groups II, III, VI). 



Drinking fountains must be readily accessible 
for children who have difficulty getting about 
and for children who dehydrate quickly (User 
Groups n. III, V, VI). 

Special attention has to be given to toilet 
facilities. Toilets must be usable by the wheel 
ehair-bound. Provision must be made for 
shielded diaper-changing areas for older chil- 
dren who lack bladder and bo>vel control. 
Probably a modified type of bathroom and 
new type of changing and cleaning area will 
have to be designed (User Groups II, III, V). 

Activities must be planned at multiple physi- 
cal levels. Children will lie, crawl, sit, sit at 
varied wheelchair levels, ambulate at varied 
wheelchair levels, stand, and run. 



It is assumed that disabled children will be 
brought to the playground and supervised 
by their parents or by the agencies that 
brought them. However, if would be desirable 
to train park personnel to be sensitive to the 
special needs of the handicapped. Several 
agencies volunteered to train park staff along 
these lines. 

A building will be needed in the playgorund 
to provide in addition to toilet facilities 
storage space, an office for the staff, and a 
private area for children who require rest or 
medical attention. The first aid area should 
have a direct telephone line to a nearby 
emergency facility, to provide for quick con 
sultation if necessary. 
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SrfE ANALYSIS 
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INTRODUCTION 

The desirability and need for a frcc-play rccrc- 
atiohal facility to serve the special require- 
ments of children with disabilities is established 
in the first part of this report. This portion 
deals with the problems of identifying and 
evaluating possible sites. 

For the present, only a single facility can be 
contemplated. It is therefore necessary to 
select a site tliat will be convenient, ensure 
the greatest usage, and lend itself to proper 
development for the intended use. The pre- 
ferred site was chosen after establishing basic 
criteria for selecting a site, and then visiting 
and evaluating a large number of locations. 

Summary of Recommendations 

The site selection process for this demonstra- 
tion playground started with a transportation 
study, which established that the preferred 
locations are in Bronx Park, Prospect Park, or 
Flushing Meadow Par|^. Within these parks, 12 
sites were then identified, analyzed, and eval- 
uated against critema established for tliis 
unique project. These criteria are location; 
accessibility; availability of parking; compati- 
bility with the surrounding park area and with 
the adjacent community ; availability of com- 
plementary activities, attractiveness, or 
*'draw,'' of the existing park; present condi- 
tion of the site; its size, shape, and topogra- 
phy; demand for facilities now on tlie site; 
and availability of sonhary facilities. 
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Each of the 12 sites was rated according to a 
point system, in terms of its abilit>^ to fulfill 
each of the criteria. (For a description of tlie 
point system, see the section following - Cri- 
teria and Point Value System.) One site - 3B, 
in Flushing Meadow Park - posted a score of 
745, considerably higher tlian tlie scores for 
the otlier sites. It is a gently sloping grassy 
area adjacent to the Children's Farm, the 
Carousel, and the Zoo, and relatively near the 
Hall of Science Museum. It scores very high in 
all characteristics considered to be of prime 
importance - accessibility, parking, and avail- 
ability of complementary activities. Site 3A, 
also in Flushing Meadow Park, placed second 
with a total point score of 685. The higher 
rating for Site 3B is due to the more conven- 
ient locatio:. of parking ^ oonf*lu«on, it is 
recommended that the s /or the demonstra 
tion playground be located in Flushing 
Meadow Park on Site 3B. 
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SITE SELECTION CRITERIA 




CRITERU & POINT VALUE SYSTEM 

It is recognized that with the many criteria to 
be considered and the variables in site charac- 
teristics, it is difficult to arrive at an objective 
evaluation of a site and then compare it to 
other sites. For this reason, a set of standard 
values and a point scoring system is used. It is 
-purposely arranged into broad categories and 
approximate values because it was felt tliat 
further refinement wculd not necessarily 
establish vvith certainty the superiority of one 
location over another. Where scores are close, 
selection should be made on the basis of more 
detailed analysis. 

Methodology 

The criteria are ordered into groups tiiat 
correspond generally to location, site charac- 
teristics, and surrounding area. In ''Site 
Descriptions and Evaluations," alongside each 
criterion for a site, there is a description of 
the particular characteristic that, in turn, 
establishes a basis for the evaluation. 

The chart "Point Values - Site Selection 
Criteria" shows each criterion rated in rela- 
tion to all other cnteria. Those considered 
most important are given the maximum value 
of 100, and those considered less important 
receive lesser values. Evaluations are estab- 
lished as "excellent," "very good," "good," 
"fair," and "poor." Point scores are assigned 
by dividing the maximum value of a criterion 
into four equal parts, with poor equal to zero, 
fair equal to one-quarter the maximum value. 



good equal to one-half the maximum value, 
and so forth. The verbal evaluations are then 
assigned the appropriate numerical values, and 
the numbers are totalled to produce the score 
for the sites. The results of this analysis are 
shown on the chart "Summary Comparison of 
Sites." 

Ranking of Criteria 

It is expected that children with limited 
physical capabilities and mobility will be 
comi g to the playground with members of 
their family or friends or in large; groups. The 
principal modes of transportation are ex- 
pected to be private car and special bus. Sub- 
ways and public buses are expected to be used 
to a much lesser extent. The playground mil 
have citywide appeal, and so it is expected 
that many families will be coming from some 
distance and staying the day. The facihty will 
have greater attraction if there are nearby 
activities for all the members of the family. In 
view of the above considerations, the major 
criteria in evaluating a site arc felt to be 
accessibility, parking, and complementary 
activities. 

Second in importance are compatibility with 
surrounding area, site size and shape, and 
topography. One acre is considered the 
minimum area acceptable. Although a flat site 
presents fewer problems, topography that has 
gentle slopes and easy grades is considered as 
having interesting possibilities for imaginative 
development. Existing trees on a site are con- 
sidered desirable. 



Next in ranking of criteria are geographic loca- 
tion, "drsw," and compatibility witli the 
surrounding park and the community. Geo- 
graphic location is not considered nearly so 
important as accessibility. However, it has 
significance in that given equal accessibility, 
a central location is more desirable. "Draw" 
is the ability to attract a large number of peo- 
ple ^rom the widest area. 

In some instances, the proposed location is an 
existing pfeiyground. In such cases it is 
assumed tnat the new^Cacillty would be able 
to serve those using the present facility as well 
as handicapped and able-bodied children from 
around the city. For this reason, the demand 
for the existing facility is considered of lesser 
importance. 

Lowest in the classification of criteria are the 
present condition of the site and availability 
of sanitary facilities. The basis for this ranking 
is the expectation that any shortcomings in 
these categories can be remedied. A site in 
poor condition is rated higher than one in 
good condition because it is more logical and 
probably less costly to replace a poor facility 
than a good one. The convenience and 
necessity of sanitary facilities at a playground 
to be used by disabled children is not to be 
construed cs being cpnsidered unimportant 
because it is ranked in the lo«vest classifica- 
tion of criteria. Since sanitary facilities will 
have to be speciaUy adapted to meet the 
needs of the handicapped even an existing 
facility will require substantial alteration. 
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SITE DLSCRIPTIONS AND EVALUATIONS 



Site lA At Bronx Park, south 
playground, .58 arrr. 



l(x:ation 
accessibility 

Automobile 
Suhwav 



uf Boston Road and wt&t of Bronx Park V^aU Existing 
circular. 



Bu« 



DRA% 



AKKA 

CHARACTKR 



SIZK/SHAPI- 
T()PO(,RAFIIY 

(-C)M)ITM)\ 



SANITARY 
FACiLlTIKS 



DESCRIPTION 

Near the geog aphn < enter 
of {he Bronx- 



Bronx River Parkway and 
Pelham Parkwa) are ad 
jacent to sif*. 

IRT WcAt Side andiRT 
East Side stop approx 
two blocks from 51 to 

B\ 7. BX 12. BX 13 and 
BX 28 stop adjacent to 
or approx two blix kN from 
site 

Regional park and rec re 
ation area 



Hf^oriot park. HnostSv 
nnddle and lower middle 
rla?^ adjacent to pi'k 



58 acre, i ir uUr 
Klat. pavrd 



Existing playground in 
good condition Fanhtii**' 
i^ailable are swings. 
■*howri,fln, jungli 

Existing romfori station 
adjacent to Ri*e 



EVALUATION 

Poor. Too far from 
other boroughs. 

Excellent. Readily 

a< cesMble ^r^tv arterta] 

highway**. 

^ er\ ^r)od (>ood suh- 
wav tran.cportatioQ 
available 

Ver\ good (iood bus 
transportation a\atla- 
blr 



(>ood A separate area 
ni ar Bronx Zoo. Has 
wjrf'* apf>ea! and 
a(trae(.> people fron 
borough^ 

Fair In a vi^uaJly open 
A aci essible area 
r.ommunit) may ob 
jc( I to losing pre»?nt 
fanlitv 

Ptior TcM) nmall 

(ii.mi iNo topographic 
f on^traint"; 

Poor Would result in 
the elimination of an 
« xi«»ting operational 
fat ill t > 

Very gocwi Sanitary 
facilities available ad- 
jacent to site. 
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PARKING 



COMPATIBIUTY 
OF PROPOSED 
FACILITY WITH 
SURROUNDING 
AREA 



COMPLEMENTARY 
FACILITIES 



DEMAND FOR 

EXISTING 

FACILITIES 



Firking avaikble aaosst 
Bronx Park Esst approx, 
200' from site Parking also 
available acros Bronx River 
Parfcway (approx. 600' from 
site, through underpass). 

Functionally similar to 
existing fadlitica in the 
park. Residential area 
across Bronx Park East. 



Other faciiistes in immedi- 
ate area irt athletic fie.d^, 
tennis courts, handball 
courts. Children's Farm 
adjacent to Bronx Zoo 
parking. 

Considrrable demand for 
existing playground. 



Very good. Parking 
available nearby. 



Very good. Compati- 
ble v^ilh adjacent rt^ rc- 
ational activities. 



Very good. Other recrr 
ationa! activities availa- 
ble nearby. 



Poor. Existing facility 
required for contmued 
use. 



Site IB At Bronx Park, south of Boston Road and eabt of Bronx Park Ea^tt. Natural 
area. 2.6 acres. 



LOCATION 

ACCESSIBILITY 
Automobile 

Subwa) 



Near the geographic cenicr of 
the Bionx. 



Bronx River Parkway and 
Pel^ am Pzrkwav are adjacent 
to site. 

IRT West Side and IRT F^>t 
Side stop approx. two blocks 
from site. 



Poor Too far from 
other boroughs. 



Excellent. Rradily 
acees^iible from artena! 
i:ghv#ay>. 

Very good Good ^ub 
way transportation 
available 



AREA 

CHARACTER 



SIZE/SMAPE 



TOPOGRAPin 



CONDITION 



SANITARY 
F.ACILITIES 



PARKING 



COMPATIBILITY 
OF PROPOSED 
FACILITY WITH 
Sl'RROUNDl.'G 
AREA 

COMPLEMENTARY 
ACTIVITIES 



DKMANO FOR 

EXISTING 

FAriLITIKS 



Regional park, mosti) 
middle lower middle 
class adjacent to park. 



2.5 acres, irregular. 



Rough, hilly terrain 
Rock outcrop on part of 
Site. 

Lndevcloped natur?' area. 



Existing comfort ^tat:on 
adjacent to site. 



Farkirrg available acrass Bronx 
Park East (approx. 200' from 
site). Parking alsr available 
across Bronx River Parkway 
(approx. 600' from site, 
through underpass ). 



FunLfionall> similar to eM>ting \ cry guod. Compati 

facilities in the park. Reside n ble with adjacent 

tial area across Bronx Park recreational activities 
East. 



Very good. In a visu- 
ally open & accessible 
area. Not tied to any 
community group 

Good. Adequate size 
and shape. 

Poor. Difficult for 
handicapped to use 



Fair. Difficult to 
develop. 

Ver\' good. Sanitary 
facilities available ad- 
jacent to site. 

Very good. Parking 
available nearbv. 



Other ficditicf in immediate 
area are athletic fields, temns 
courts, handball courts, and 
existing playground. Chil 
drcirs Farm adjacent to Bronx 
Zoo parking 

Natural arrd Not nn w ntl\ 
:j^*cI 



Very good. Other 
re<*rrational aetiMtic,s 
jvaiiahlr iirarb>. 



Very Kood. No i on 
flh tifii rrtpiirenients 
to prct( nt develop 
mi nt 



Bus 



DRAW 



BX 7, BX 12. BX 13 and 
BX 28 stop adjacent io or 
apprOx. two blocks from 
site 

Regional park and reere 
atio.. area. 



V ery good, (iood hu^ 
transportation availa 
ble 



Good. A hcparate arra 
near bronx Park Zoo 
Has wide appeal and 
attracts people from 
all borough^ 
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5r, 




Sjtc2A \l IWprrl Park 
p|jygroun<l, .4 ar 



. nurtii of Lim tiln Kujd ancl wr.st uf 0< ran Avi Bxinhng 



DESCRIPTION 



EVALUATION 



L()<:vnoN 

Automoblio 



Near ihr crnlcr of Drouklyti. Fdir. Di8(anl from lh«» 

Brunx and iiurthcastcrn 
Qun'ns. Convenient io 
Manh^Uan and SisWn 
Island. 



Pru.sjMTi K\|m-.vsway rnd> 
approx. I - 1/2 milr>. from 
Mtr. Eastern Parkway is 
apprux. 3A niili\ and Flat 
lni>h Avrnur i> fuur blo(•k^ 
frum si!r. Burdrrs un Orran 
AAcmir and Linruln Road 
major rullrrtur slrorl.s. 

liND and BMT sdip w;(tnn 
four hlurk>. IRT ^lo|)^ wiih 
Mi na\\{ hl(j<-k^. 

B 49 and B 33 .^(up adjan nt 
(u plav ground. B41 stup> 
apprux t^u lil<H*kv from 



Fair Nu dinrl am'ss 
frum major artrrial high- 



V rry guu<L Good subwa) 
tran.sporta(ioR avai!«blr. 



V rr) good. Bus transpor- 
tation avadablr. 



DRAW 



AREA 

CHARACTER 



SIZE/SHAl'K 
TOIHMiH APin 

CONDITION 



Regiotiai park and rn rration 
ar«*a 



Regional park. Ranallv 
mixed, lowi r midillr and 
mjdd'r i lass ^rea to the 
vAsi t ^>ark 

4 a* re. sA-mu in ular 

Flat, paved 

Existing fdayground jm f;jir 
( onditioii. Fa* ilitie^ avarlabie 
are swings, sjiower liasiii» 
slides. M-esaws. jungle gym 
and sand pit 



Exeellent. Has wide 
apfieai and attraets pro 
pie from all boroughs. 

Poor, Area .separaird b) 
roads. Community mey 
objcet to losing pres4*fii 
faeilit) 

l*oor Too sfii.dl. 

Good. No topographn 
( on.straiiits 

Poor Would reMilt tn thr 
elimination of an r\i.stnig 
operational faeiltty. 
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SANITARY 
FACILITIKS 



* KxiHling twjmforl sUtion Very good. Sanitary faci!- 

aiijarriit to mU\ iti' ?* avuilablr jdjamit to 

Mtr. 



PARKING 



COMPATIBIUTY 
OF PROPOSED 
FACILITY WITH 
SURROUNDING 
AREA 



Parking available across Eisst 
Lake Drive i^nd Lincoln Rosd 
approx. 1,000 * from site. 
Intervening vehicular traffic. 

Functionsdly similar to 
existing facOities in park. 
Residential area across Ocean 
Avenue. 



Fair. Parking is incon- 
venient and requires ruad 
crossings by pedestrians. 



Fair, Compatible with 
park activities, but it is 
not contiguous to most 
of them. Limited rela- 
tionship to adjacent resi- 
dentiaJ area. 



COMPLEMENTARY 
FACILITIES 



DEMAND FOR 

EXISTING 

FACILITIES 



Other facilities in the park 
are zoo, lake, bicycle path 
and existing playground. 



Thero is light demand for 
the existing playground. 



Good. Other recreational 
activities, except for 
existing playground, are 
not contiguous to site. 

Good. Limited demand 
for existing facility. 



Site 2B At Prospert Park, .south of Liiieolii Roa.l and wcsl of Ocean Avniur. Opt ii 
lUUiral area, two a<'rr.s 



LOCATION 



Near llir mitrr of Brooklyn 



Fair Distant from llic 
IJronx and northrasli'rn 

Manhattan and St^itrn 
Island 



ACCKSSIBILIT^ 
Aiitomobiir 



Pro-sprrt Expressway ends 
approx. ! 1/2 rnilr« from 
.Kite. Ea.sl<'rii Parkway is 
approx. 3/4 mile and Flat 
ImisIi Avenue is four biwks 
from site. Horelcrh on Or<'an 
Avenm- and Linroln Road 
major colhrtor .directs. 



Fair. No diri'i l acci-^s 
from major arterial 
highways. 



LC 



5'J 



Siibwa\ I 



Y 



\ 



Uu.s 



l)R\V\ 



.\RE-\ 

CHARM.TKK 



S1/E/SII\S';: 



t()P()(;r \Pin 



roNDITION 



INO and BMT stop within 
four bloeki* lRT^t(>p^ 
w itliin ri«jht blork.s. 

B '\9 and B 33 .slop adjac rnt 
to playground B4i stop^ 
approx. iy>o block?- from 
sitr 

Kr<^ional park and rccroatioii 
arra 



Regional park, neutral 
i'hara«"tt'r. Raciall) ini\rd. 
lowrr middir and niid<il(- 
rlass area lo the ra>t of park. 



Two a« n-N, rifarl) rr« tarigu- 
lar 

Fiji, w ith sonic Narial:on 
HI ti^radr. 

Open !iatural arc.(. with 
"c)(»d i XiNhri" trc<->. 



Very good. (Jood subwa\ 
transportation available. 



Vcr\ goo«J. Bu.s trdU.spor- 
tation aNailaldc. 



Excellent. Has wule 
appeal and uttract.s pro 
pie from ail boroughs. 

Very good. In a vimi- 
alK open and accessible 
area (^immunity pioba- 
biy not '*possi'Shi\e" of 
this area. 

Very good. (#oo«l M/-e 
and configuration. 

E\<Tllent. Optimum 
topographic eontlitions 

V «TN good. No jicstrue 
tion of i Msting faeibty 
tuM'essarv 



S,\NiT\R^ 
r \(.UJT1E.S 



K.Msljny (oniforl station 
a\ailal»b' at Siiv 2\ approx 
100' from Mte InlerMMing 
\ehi( ular trat'fn 



Kair. .Sanitary facilities 
aNadalde nearb) . but re 
r«'«|uire j rossing of bus) 
Mgnal < "^'rolled inter 
>4 ( tion 



P\RM\(. 



(,()MI»\Til{IMT^ 
OK I'ROPO^KI) 
h \(:il.n> WITH 
SI RROl M)jN(, 
\\{\\ 



Parking availabh- ai ro-.-. 
Kasi Lak«' l)ri\i . approx 
600' friim sit« lntcr\« nin^ 
\(>hi( ular iraffK 

Font lii'natK sjrndar to 
< xi^tifi^ la« dilies tfi park 
Resuh'iitial an a a< r()»» 



rair. I'arkinj; i-« Mn «inN<*n 
i(*nt and re(piirc-> road 
« r;ivsHijj h) f)«'d< ^triaiis 



Kair (compatible to park 
a< iiMtic.s. but It is nol 
< nittigiioti.s to mo-t of 
ihcrn Limileii ri'lation 
slnp (() adjj< <'ril lesiden 
[lA area 



ir.} 



COMPLKMKNTARY OtlN-r fartiitirK ht Ihr park GuoJ. Othrr rrcn utiunjl 

FAOIUTIRS urr /oo. bkr, liiryrlr pjth jclivilirK rxrrpt for 

ami rxistin^ play^uunil. cxiMtin;; pby^^rminiK iirr 

not roiili«»M»««'< to silr. 

DKMANI) rOR Naliinil arrj, nol prrM«»»ll\ Vrry j;<mmI. No < onfiti 

KXISTINCJ u^'^l tiiiji rripiin«iiH:nN lo pn- 

KACllJTIKS \n\\ drvrlopim-nt. 



Site 2C At Prospect Park« south of Lincoln Road and west of Ocean Avenue. Existing 
playground, .4 acre. 



LOCATION 



DESCRIPTION 
Near the center of Brooklyn. 



EVALUATION 

Fair. Distant from the 
Bronx and northeastern 
Queens. Convenient to 
Manhattan and Staten 
Island. 



ACCESSIBILITY 
Automobile 



Subway 



Bus 



DRAW 



Prospect Expressway ends 
approx. 1 - 1/2 miles from 
site. Eastern Parkway is 
approx. 3/4 mtle, and Flat* 
bu.sh Avenue four blocks 
from site. Borders on Ocean 
Avenue »nd Lincoln Rojd, 
major coUecior streets. 

IND and BMT stop within 
four blocks. IRT slops 
within eigl«t blo<'ks. 

B 49 and B 33 stop adjacent 
to playground. B41 stops 
approx. two blocks from site. 

Regional park and recreation 
area. 



Fair. No direct access 
from major artcnal high- 
ways. 



Very good. Good subway 
transportation available 



Very good. Bu5 tianspor 
tation available. 



Excellent. Has wide 
appeal and attracts peo 
pie from all boroughs 
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AREA 

CHAR.AGTER 



SIZE/SHAPE 
TOPOGRAPHY 

CONDITION 



SANITARY 
FACILITIES 



parkin;; 



Regional park, neutral 
character. Racially mixed, 
lower middle class .rea to 
the cast of park. 



.4 acre» irregular 
Flat» pavrd. 



Existing playground, recently 
constructed Existing trees. 
Facilities available arc play- 
hous(\ swings, tot tables, 
sand pit with wood climl)er. 

Existing comfort station at 
site 2A, approx. 650* from 
site. Intervening vehicular 
i.-cffic. 



Parking available across Fast 
Lake Drive, approx. 350' 
from site 



Poor. A visually sepkr- 
atc area. Community 
is probably very "posses- 
sive'' of this adventure 
playground. 

Poor. Too small. 

Good. No topographic 
constraints. 

Poor. Would result in the 
elimination of a new, 
operational facility. 



Fair. Sanitary facilities 
available nearby, but re- 
quire crossing of busy 
signal controlled inter- 
section. 

Fair. Parking is incon- 
venient and requires road 
crossing by pedestrians. 



COMPATIBILITY 
OF PROPOSED 
FACILITY WITH 
SURROUNDING 
AREA 



Funclmnally similar (o 
exl^tlng fjnlitic«i in park 
Residential area aeros.'» 
Ocean Avenue 



COMPLEMENTARY Other faciMiCh in the park 
FACILITIKS are zoo, lake, bicycle path 

and existing layground. 



DEMAND FOR 

EXISTING 

FACILITIES 



Existing playground is well 
used '*y lo<'al n'snlents 



Fair Compatible to park 
activities but it is not 
contiguous, to most of 
thcin. Limited relation- 
ship to adjacent residen- 
tial area. 

Good. Other recreational 
activities, except fo: 
existing playground, are 
nol contiguous to site 

Poor Serious conilicting 
re<piiren)ent for exi'iting 
recreational us<\ 
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At Flushing Meadow.s Park, north of Tcrrarr On Thr Park« wrst of thr Zoo. 
Natural area* 2.5 acre* 



DESCRIPTION 



KVALUATiON 



LOCATION Near grographjc center of 

Brooklyn. Qurens» Maniiattan 
and the Hronx. 



Very good. Centrally 
located, except in rela- 
tion tu Siatcn Isisnd 



ACCESSIBILITY 
Automobile 

Subway 
Bus 

DRAW 



AREA 

CHARACTER 



SIZE/SHAPE 



TOPOGRAPHY 



CONDI HON 



SANITARY 
FACILITIES 



Grand Central Parkway, Long 
Island Expressway and Van 
Wyck Expressway are cloA? to 
site. 



Excellent. Readily 
accessible from arterial 
highways. 



IRT Flushing line j^tops approx Poor. Too far from 
nine blocks from site. ?' bwa> link 



Q 23 stops approx. two blocks 
from site. Q 48 stops approx. 
nine blocks from site. 

Regional park and recreation 
area. 



Regional park. Ntulral 
character 



2..") a( re^. near!) ret tangidar 



Flat, neutral area 



Opan natural area Good 
exi.stifig trees. 



Fair. Local bus routes^ 
serving smalL low density 
areas. 

Excellent, lias wide 
appeal and attracts peo- 
ple from all borouglis. 

Exc ellent. A visually 
open and accessible area 
Not tied to any commu 
nsty group 

\ er\ good Good mzc 
and ( onfrguratton 

Excellcfit. Optimum 
topographic conditions. 

Very good. No destruc- 
tion of existing facility 
necessary. 



Existing! comfort station jn /o<i Fair Sanitary facdities 
approx 850' from mIc No available at some distance, 
intcrveiuiig \elncular traffic 



PARKING Parking available ipprox. 

960; from rite. Possible to 
provide a new parking 
facility approx. 200* from 
site. No intervening vehicular 
traffic. 



Fair. Parking facilities 
a« ailable nearby. Possible 
additional site available. 



COMPATIBILITY 
OF PROPOSED 
FACILITY WITH\ 
SURROUNDING 
AREA 



Functionally similar to 
existing facilities. 



Excellent. Compatible 
with existing childrrn s 
rccrrational activities. 



COMPLEMENTARY 
ACTIVITIES 



Other facilities in immediate 
area arc 7^o, Hall of Srirpcc, 



Exrrllcnl. Other ret n*a 
tional activities available 



ehil<Iren*8 farm, athletic fields, adjacent and near tu site. 



DEMAND FOR 

EXISTING 

FACILITIF^ 



Nu fanlity pn^K-ntl) r\ihtin;< 
un Mtr. 



E\<*rlli*iit. No cunflirtrng 
^^<|lll^r|n^nt^ to prrvrnt 
drvrlopmrnt. 



Site 3B At Flushing Mradowx Park, south of Trrrarr On Thi' Park and thr C Children's 
Farm Natural art'a, 4.27 aen*> bordering uri 1 1 1 5t. and Coruna Avenue 



DESCRIPTION 

LO('ATION Nfar geograpliir center of 

Brooklyn. Queens. Manhattdn 
and the Br<mx, 



EVALUATION 

Very good (lenlrally 
lorated« ex<ept in rela 
tion to Stalen hiand. 



\(:(:i-:ssiniLiTi 

Automobile 



Grand Central Parkwa\. Long 
Island Kxpn'N>way and Van 
Wyek Expressway are rloM* 
to »ite 



Exeellent ReadiU at res 
jiibSe from arterial high 



wav^ 



Subway 



IRT Flushing line stops 
approximately 15 bloekh 
from Hite 



Poor Too far to walk 
from ^uhwa) 



RU8 



Q 23 j(top> appro\ two bioek> Fair Two Ihjs route.s piu»> 

from Mte. Q 48 stops approx. nearby but do not M*r\e 

15 bloeks from site. B 58 stop* a large area of the eily 
within one block from site. 



DRAW 



AREA 

CHARACTER 



M/.E/SHAPE 



top(x;raphy 



Regional park and recreation 
area. 



Rt*gional park. Nnilral 
character. 



4 27 aeres, rregular. 



Slightly sloping and rolling 
terrain rising appro^^imately 
8' in elevation from eaxt to 
west. 



^ iccllent. Has widp 
appe4J and attracts peo- 
ple from all boroughs. 

Excellent. .A visually 
open and accessible area. 
Not tied to ari) commu* 
nity group. 

Very good. Very good 
size and configuration. 

Very good. Favorable 
topographic conditions. 



CONDITION 



SAMTAR> 
FACII.ITIE.^ 



Open natural area. Some 
exi.stmg .>matl tree> 



Exi. ing (nonoperational) 
eomfort station in parkin*! 
area approx. 480' from Mte. 
Existing eomfort station in 
i*H> area approx 2.500* from 
Mte 



Very good. .No dcstruc 
tion of existing facility 
nir e^sary . 

Good. Sanitary faplitie^i 
available nearby 



PARKIN(, 



Public parking a\ailabl<' 
adjacent to site. No 
inler>ening veh ."iiiar traffic 



Exerllrnl Parking avail 
able n< arb\ 



COMPATIBILITY 
OF PR()Pi).SKD 
FACILITY %ITII 
.SI RROl M)IN(, 
ARKA 



Fiinelionall) Mmilar to <'\i>ting Exr<-ni'nt. Compatible 
fj4 ihtio with existing ehildrrnV 

nt reational aelivitiev 



(.OMPLEMENTARY Other facilities in immediate Excellent. Ot»rr rccrca 

ACTIVITIES area are roo. Hall of Seienee, tional activities available 

ehildrcn's farm, athletic adjacent and near to site. 

fle}d^ 



DEMAND FOR 
EXISTING 
FACILITIES . 



No facility prm-ntly cxwiing 
on c»itc. 



Excellent. No conflicting 
requirements to prevent 
development. 



(N,B, Pxviously a 3.5 acre area between site 3b and the Children s Farm was 
suggested a potential site. It was considered unsuitable because ofth^ need 
to maintain a buffer space between the Children j f ami and the proposed play- 
ground to absorb overflow from these facilities as well as the Zoo.) 



Site 3C At houtliwe.st corm r of mti rMeti<m of l.oiif; UlatuI Kxpn-vsway ami (UmuI Crntral 
Parkway Kxi&ting ncit^liborhnotl plavp'onnd. two ji rc^. 



Nrdr geographic renter of 
Brooklyn. Queens. Man- 
hattan and the Bronx 



Vijrj good Centrallv 
lof>ii4ed. i-M-rpt in rria 
tioTi to Statrn Uland 



ACCFlSSIBILITt 
Aiitumobile 



Grand (ientral Parkway. Long 
Island K\prc.*vsway and Van 
Wy<'k KxpreSi>way are rloj^' 
lo site 



LxiellenI Readd) 
aci rssd)le from artenal 
highwav s 
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IRT Flu>hHlg line stop^ 
approx 20 blerk> from ^\\*' 



Poor Too far to w,,ik. 
an<l also rrquirr^* rovn 
ovrr of L 1 Kxpn'Sc^wav 
on pedeMrian bndgr 



l)RA\^ 



Q 23 stops approx 2 bim ks 
from Mle Q 18 stop> approx 
20 blo< ks from site 

Nnghborhood park * 



Poor Lo^al bu.«* routes 
.MTVing >mall. low densit) 
area.> 

Poor Has no regional 
draw Attra^ t^ hx al rr>j 
dents on!> 



AREA 

CH AH \( TKK 



Middir rlass. r\rid> divided 
lM"lween oldrr families and 
famihr- with younger rhil 
dren 



Poor Fn a rrs:dentuL., 
nngliLorhood Commu 
nity ^ould «trongl\ 
oppose traffic this facili- 
t\ would introduee 



T()P(XiK \Pin 



J 0 ae^r^. r«M tangular. Inns 
and narrow 

Flat, pavrd 



Fair Adequate sizx for 
redf vrlopment 

(iood. iSo topographit 
constraints. 



(.()M)IT!(>N Kxistint; plavfiTownd m fair 

( ondition F ai ihtic^ avadablr 
are ^oft 1 *n hjmon<l. paddli 
l)all < iMirt^ ^D'lrx M-rxjWN 
jungle g\m 'ind ^wing^ 

SAMTARV Kxisting ( <)mfort station 

/\r*My(» I imitrii >{r< et fjarkinii onK 



Fair F^uipmrnt ^^ in fair 
< ondition and usalde. < an 
Ix readil) rem^vrd (»f re 
hx atrd No vri<Mi> 
ob^lai Irs to i onvrr>ion 

Exn-llent Sanitary farih 
tit'x available on >ite 

Poor Inxtiffi* i( nl and \i\ 
adrqiutf pjrkiii{* fa( ihtn<> 



(.OMPATIBILH V 
OF PROPOSKU 
FACILITY WITH 
Sl*RR()l NDINd 



R( M<irn!)a! an a io the w< 
Crand f entral Parkwjv to 
thi ( A^i and north 



ruor iNoiy^ and fiinie^ 
from adja' n( art( rial 
highwav*; arr obje< iion 
dlde 
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COMPLEMEN-^ARY 
ACTIN lTlf':S 



DEMAND FOR 

EXISTING 

FACILITIES 



None easily accessible in 
immediate area. Flusiiing 
Meaduws Lake and athletic 
fields across Gra'^d Central 
Parkway, aci-esjible by wa) 
of a pedc5tnan bridge. 

Considerable demand for 
playground by local residents. 
High level of usage afternoons 
and weekends. 



Poor. No eaiil) accessible 
( omplcmentary activities. 



Poor. Existing facilit) re 
quired for use by local 
residents. 



SUc 3D Near M>uUiwcst comer of inters<vtion of Long island ExpT.vsnav and Grand 
Ontral Parkway Directly "OUth of Site C. Ojuni natural are^a. two jrrr<. 



DESCRIPTION 

L(K.ATl()S ^^*a^ geographic eei«ter of 

Brooklyn. Qu»'ens Manhattan 
and ihe Bronx 



EVALtATION 

\ery good Centrally lo 
«Mted. except in relahon 
to Statcii Kland 



\(.Ct:SSIBiL!T^ 
Xtitomobiit 



Grand CrntraJ Parkway Long 
Island F.xpresSHay and Van 
Uvek Kxprrssnay are clox* 
to *ite. 



Lx( rllent Kcadi!y .i< i C' 
<iblr frcim arterial fiigh 



Subvk 2 



IKT Flu>^hing line <Ntop> 
approx 20 bl'M-k-* from Mtr 



Poor Too far to >alk 
and aNo rrquirt"? er<i"<» 
ovrr of Long I>land Ex 
prcs'KHay <iri pfdc<ttnan 
hn»lge 



Q 23 stop"^ approx 2 Llcuk^ 
friim site Q 48 stop^ approx 
20 hh-tk^ from site 



Poor Loral hu*^ nmU 
*«rrMng <^ma]L !oh drn^tv 
arC9> 



DrtAU 



Open. naUiral arra NoMirrent Poor Not prr*^ntly u«*r{i 
nx* Adjacent to neigh l)orhoo<i Uouid not have wid< 
piaygToond draw whon drvrloprd 
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\KKA 

CH\K\CTKK 



Middle rlaj»s. rvenly diM<l< (l 
b('tH(M'n older faniilir^ an(i 
familio H2th younger chil- 
dren 



Poor, in a rrsidentiai 
neighborhood Commu 
inty would strongly 
oppos<" traffic tfie facility 
would introduec. 



SIZK/<HAPK 



ToP()(,K\IMn 



2 acre>. r<M tangiilar 



Mat. natural ^rra 



Good .Adequate size and 
>hape. Limited by ex- 
i>ting leaching field on 
part of area, adjacent to 
^Xl^tlng plaNground 

\ery good. No topogra- 
fihi( con>traint>. 



(.t)M)ITlON Oprn. natural jtcj nith ^mall 

trer> Lea< hing field < ovrrin^ 
fiart <}f the area 



Fair Leaching field re 
^triet> UH* of th^ area. 



^ \MT \\{\ Comfort ^talion"* available at 

I- \( ILJTIK^ >ite(.. appr(jx 2')0 3.*a\ 

^o iMter\enif><: NeliK ular 

(raffii 



Gocxi Sanitary tacihties 
available nearbv 



P\KklN(» 



l.tniiti'd ^tn ( ! parking otilv 



Poor In'^ofiK lent and 
inadetpiate parking fa< ill 
tiex 



( ()\rP\rilULn> 
1)1- PKOPO^I- i) 
V\( W.m WITH 
RROl \\)\M. 



Kr^id<Miliai bnibJin^* t<i lh< 
\v* ''t, (/rand ( entral Parkwav 
En the e.i»t Kxi^ting n< ighluir 
luind pl<£\ ground lo the north 



hair Compatible Hi;h 
( xi^ting nla\ gronn<i. Iiut 
noiM* and funies frorn 
arterial highway art ob 
jet tionahit 



' OMPI KMKNT\K^ ^ M^lnig neighborhood pla\ 



\( TIMTll-^ 



ground adja< enl to ^itt 
Hushing MeadoHs Lake and 
JihlelH firld •< ro>»>» (Jrand 
*,< ntral Parkway aj • e<s<sibli 
\i\ Ha\ of pi d( •^tnau !irid^« 



Poor Main t ompl**nien 
tary a« In i ties not i a^jlv 
a< eevMble 



l)KM\M) hn\{ 
K\I>^TIN(. 
I- \( ILlTlh^ 



Opi n nalnr.:! ar' a not 
pn sentiN u»ed 



\ <T\ good No f on 
Dm ling recpiirement^ 
(ex( t p( lea« hing field) io 
[>re\j ol rlevelopment 



Site 3E \i 64th A^nim\ In twcM ii Oram! Contrai i*arkwav and Mi adow Laki-. E\islin}i 
playgrottiui. .75 acn*. 



I.OCATIO 

ACCESSIBILITY 
Autumubiio 



Nrar geographic center of Viry good. Centrally lo 

Brooklyn. Quecn.s. Manliattan tated, except in relation 
and the Bro.'ix, tt> Staten Island 



Subway 
Bus 

DRAW 



AREA 

CIURACTER 

SIZK/SilAPE 

TOPOGRAPHY 

CONDITION 



Readily aecebstblo from Grand 
Central Parkway and near the 
Long island Kxpreshway and 
Van Wyek Expressway. 



None. 



Q 23 stops apf)rox 3 blocks 
from site. 



Regional park and re t reation 
area, but draws nio-^tly loeal 
residents- 



Regional park Neutral 
rharaetrr 



a< r< . re< tangtibr 
Flal. f)ave(i 



Existing playground in 
fair condition. Faei!itie> 
available are Softball dia 
mond. [laddle ball eourt'^ 
•slides. sei Hjw> jurifile jr\ i 
and ,s wings 



Very good, Aeeew>ible 
from arterial highways. * 
but aeee«>» from L.L Ex 
prci>»way and Van Wyk 
Exprei>.sway e(?mph.3ted 

P^>or. No >ubwa) trans- 
portation available 

Poor. Serves small, low 
d'*nsity area and requires 
Crand Central Parkway, 
ero^vover 

Good. Would have an 
ex( ellent draw, but it is 
limited by the diffietdt 
pedestrian and atitomo 
bile aei evs 

Extellent .Not tied to 
an\ i tnnmunity group 

Fair Sm?Ii t)Ut adequate 

Good No topo(>raphi( 
eon^tralnts 

Poor Would result in the 
elimination of an existing, 
operational fanlit) 
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SANITARY 
FACILITIES 



FAistin;^ rontfort station on 
site 



Extellent. SaniUr\ faeili 
tio a>adable on site 



PARKING 



No parking available on Mte. 
Parking available apprc^x. 
1,650' from site 



Poor. Parking i 
from Mti*. 



too far 



COMPATIBILITY 
OF PROPOSED 
FACILITY WITH 
.SIRROINDING 
AREA 



Funetionallv siindar to 
exi.sting j*ark facilities. 



Very good. Compalibh 
with existing n en'alional 
faedities. r»ioisi' and 
fun\v> from adjacent 
arterial highway are 
objectionable 



COMPLEMENTARY 
ACTIVITIES 



demand fok 
kxistim; 

f-V^JLITIES 



Other facditir V in immediate 
area are athletn fleld^. Mcatlow 
Lake and hh yele path 

Limited demand be* auy (ff 
its |)rt)Ximit) to .Sile (. and 
its phvsical ^4-parjtion from 
nel^h^orhood h) Grainl 
Central Parkwav 



V er) good. Other rei rea 
tionai faciiitio avaitable 
atlja< en I to sih* 

Good Fa< ilil\ Is not 
inlensivciv iis<d 



M M6th Street. iM'tween Van Wv<k Expressway and Mea<h)w Lake Existing 
playground. 1 14 acre 



L(K VTION Near geographn- center of 

BrookUn Queens. Vlanhattan 
and the Bronx 



Ver) good (.entrally 
located, except m re 
lation to Staten Mand 



\C(,KS^IBILITY 
Vutoniobile 



Real' !v a(ce«^Mble from Van 
W vek Expressway, and near 
the (irand Centnl Parkway 



Verv {jood 



So bwav 



None 



Poor Inauessible by 
suhwav 
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Bus 



DRAW 



i 



AREA 

CHARACTER 
SIZE/SHAFE 



TOPOGRAPHY 



CONDfTIOW 



SANITARY 
FACILITIES 

PARKING 



compatibility 
of proposed 
facility with 
suf:roum)Ing 

AREA 



None. 



Regional park and recreation 
area, but draws mostly local 
residents. 



Regional park. Neutral 
character. 

1.14 aen\ irregular. 



Flat, paved. 



Existing playground, in fair 
eondition, but deelining. 
Facilities available are picnte 
tables, slides, swings, jungle 
^m. basketball courts, and 
spray pool. 

Existing comfort station 
on site. 

Limited parking available 
on shoulder of paved road 
adjacent to site. Parking lot 
avatlabk' approx. 2.100* from 
site. 

Functionally similar to existing 
park faeilities. 



Poor. Inaccessible by 
bus. 

Good. Would have an 
excellent draw, but ts 
limited by the difficult 
pedestrian and automo- 
bile access. 

Excellent. Noi tied to 
any community group. 

Good. Adequate size and 
shape. 

Good. No topograph ;c 
constraints. 

Good. Would result in 
elimination of existing 
declining facility which is 
in need of repair and re- 
habilitation. 



Ev cllenl. Sanitary facih 
f t(\s available on site 

Poor Shoulder parking 
inadequate. Parking lot \< 
too far from site 



Very good. Compatible 
With existing recreational 
facilities Noise and 
fumes from adjacent 
artrnal highway an* 
objcctionahlr. 



DEMAND FOR 

EXISTING 

FACILITIES 



Existing facility is crowded 
on weekends, hiit is lightly 
used during the week 



Fair. Possible conflict 
with weekend us«*r>. 



Site 3G At 73rd Terrace, between Park Drive East and Van Wyck Expressway. Existing 
playground, one acre. 



LOCATION 

ACCESSIBILITY 
Automobile 

Subway 
Bus 



DRAW 



AREA 

CHARACTER 



SIZE/SHAPE 



DESCRIPTION 



EVALUATION 



Near geographic center of Very good. Centrally 

Brooklyn. Queens, Manhattan located, except in rela- 



and the Bronx. 



Readily accessible from Van 
W)ck Expressway, and near 
the Grand Central Parkway. 

None. 



Q44 and0 44VPstop near 
site. 

Neighborhood park 



Upper middle class, evenly 
divided between older 
families and families with 
Voungci children. 



I acre. long and narrow, 
rectangular. Consists of two 
parts. 67 and .39 acre 
respectively. 



tion to Staten Island. 



Very good. 



Poor. Inaccessible by 
subway. 

Good. Accessible by two 
bus lines. 

Poor Does not have a 
wide draw. 

Poor. In a residential 
neighborhood. Commu- 
nity would strongly 
oppose traffic this facil- 
ity would introduce. 

Poor. Each part alone is 
inadequate. Combining 
both parts not practical. 
Shape is restrictive. 



COMPLEMENTARY Other facilities in immediate Very good. Other rci rca 
ACTIVITIE.^ area are model airplane flying. tional activities av jjlabic 

Mcddow Lake, athletic fields. adjarent jnd near lo site 



TOPOGRAPHY 



CONDITION 



SANITARY 
FACILITIES 



Each part is flat and paved, Poor. May require change 
but they arc separated by path, of existing grade to 



at higher level. Large, de- 
pressed wading pooL 

Existing playground, in good 
condition. 



Existing comfort station on 
site. 



combine the two parts. 



Poor, would result 
elimination of an exif 
operational facility. 

Excellent. Sanitary facili- 
ties on site. 



PARKING 



Limited street parking only. 



Poor. Insufficient and in- 
adequate parking facili- 
ties. 



COMPATIBILITY 
OF PROPOSED 
FACILITY WITH 
SURROUNDING 
AREA 



Low density residential area 
to the east. Van Wyck Express* 
way to the west 



Poor. Noise and fumes 
from adjacent arterial 
highway are objectionable. 



COMPLEMENTARY None easily accessible. 
ACTIVITIES 



DEMAND FOR 

EXISTING 

FACILITIES 



Existing facility is inade- 
quatcly used. 



Poor. No easily accessible 
Complementary activities. 

Good. Minimal demand 
for existing facility. 



SUMMARY COMPARISON OF SITES 





lA Bronx Park 


IB Bronx Park 


2A Prospect Pk. 


2B Prospeel Pk. 


2C Prospect Pk. 




Evaluation 


Pts 


Evaluation 


Pts 


Evaluation 


Pts 


Kvaluatioii 


Pts 


Kvaluatioii 


Pts 


1. Location 


Poor 


0 


Poor 


0 


Fair 


15 


l'"air 


15 


{•"ai r 


15 


2. Accessibility 






















a. Auto 


Very Good 


75 


Very Good 


75 


Fair 


25 


I'air 


25 


I'air 


25 


b. Subway 


Very Good 


45 


V<Ty Good 


45 


Very Gcxui 


45 


V('r\ Goo(! 


45 


\ cry Good 


45 


c. Bus 


Verv Good 


45 


Very Good 


45 


Very Good 


45 


Very Good 


45 


Vcr\ Good 


45 


3. Draw 


Good 


30 


Good 


30 


Exeelb^nl 


60 


K\(('ll('iit 


60 


FAccllciit 


60 


4. Area Character 


Fair 


15 


Very Good 


45 


Poor 


0 


Very (Jood 


45 


Poor 


0 


5. Size/Shape 


Poor 


0 


Good 


40 


Poor 


0 


Very G-joci 


60 


Poor 


0 


6. Topography 


Good 


40 


Good 


40 


Good 


40 




80 


(iood 


40 


/ 7. Condition 


Poor 


0 


Fair 


5 


Poor 


0 


Vcr) Good 


15 


l\)or 


0 


/ 8. Sanitary Facilities 


Very good 


15 


Very Good 


15 


Very Good 


15 


Fair 


5 


l-'air 


.5 


9. Parking 


Very (}ood 




V(*ry {/ood 


i ♦) 


\ air 


Ml ' 


1 all 


25 


Fair 


25 


10. Compatibility of 
Prop. Fac. with 
Surrounding Area 


\ (TV Good 


60 


V(Ty Good 


60 


Fair 


20 . 


I'air 


20 


I'air 


20 


11. Complemer'ary 
Facilities 


Very Good 


75 


Very Good 


75 


(i'iod 


50 


(iood 


50 


(iood 


50 


12. Demand for Existing 
Facilities 


Poor 


0 


Very (jood 


30 


Good 


20 


V cry Good 


30 


Poor 


0 


TOTAL POINTS 




475 




580 




:U)0 




520 




•530 



ERIC nr^ 38 



3A Flushing 
Meadows 


3B Flushing 
Meadows 


3C Flushing 
Meadows 


3D Flushing 
Meadows 


3K Flushing 
Meadows 




3F Flushing 
iTieaaow s 




3G Rushing 
!V1i' idows 




Evaluation 




Evaluation 


Pts 


Evaluation 


Pts 


Evaluation 


Pts 


Evaluation 


Pts 


Evaluation 


Pts 


Evaluation 


Pts 


' Very Good 


45 


Very Good 


45 


Very Goo'l 


45 


V cry Good 


45 


VcfN (Jood 


45 


Very Good 


45 


V( Good 


45 


Excellent 

Poor 

Fair 

ExcoUrnt 

Excellent 

Very Good 

Exccllenl 

Very G '>d 

Fair 

Fair 

Excellrnl 


100 
0 
15 
60 
60 
60 
80 
15 
5 
25 
80 


Excellent 

Poor 

Fair 

Excellent 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Very Good 
V(Ty Good 
Good 
E\i:ill(*nt 
E^c-ellent 


100 
0 
15 
60 
60 
60 
60 
15 
10 

100 
80 


Excellent 

Poor 

Poor 

Exccll(»nt 

Poor 

F'air 

Good 

Fair 

lAr'llent 

Poor 

Poor 


100 
0 
0 
60 
0 

20 
40 

20 
0 
0 


Kxeellcnt 

Poor 

Poor 

P')or 

Poor 

(>ood 

\ (T\ Good 

l"\»ir 

Ciood 

Poor 

Fair 


100 

0 ! 

0 

0 

0 
40 
60 

10 
0 

20 


Vcr) Good 
Poor 

Poor 1 

(iood 

1a( cllciit 

I'air 

Good 

Poor 

i:\r<-llcnt 

Poor 

^ 1 r\ Good 


75 
0 
0 
30 
60 
20 
40 
0 

20 
0 

60 


\ (TN (Jood 

Poor 

Poor 

Good 

Kxccllctit 

Good 

Good 

Good 

K\ccll<Mil 

Poor 

\ cr\ Good 


75 
0 
0 
30 
60 
40 
-10 
10 
20 
0 

60 


\rr\ Good 

Poor 

Good 

Poor 

Poor 

Poor 

Poor 

Poor 

Ev (dlenl 

Poor 

Poor 


75 
0 

30 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

20 
0 
0 


Excellent 


100 


K\c( llent 


100 


Poor 


0 


Poor 


0 


\ (T) (»00(1 


75 


\ ( r\ Good 


75 


Poor 


0 


Exeelh^nl 


40 


Excellent 


40 


Poor 


0 


\ crN (Jood 


30 


Good 


_w 


1 dir 


1 0 


( iood 


20 




685 




745 




290 




310 




445 




465 




190 


ERLC 
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GRAPHIC COMPARISON OF SITES 

Criteria used in evaluating the sites are sliown in dci "ending ordt r 

of importance. 



excaiENT 

VERY GOOD 
GOOD 













































1 i : 










































^ , 














i I ! 









l23 456 789X)llt?t3M 



1. Acce'5sibility by Au oniobilr 

2. Parking 

3. Compiem'*ntary Faciliti<\^ 

X 4. Compatibility of Proposed Far iiitv witli Si -oundinff \n a 

5. Size/Shape 

6. Topography 

7. ivocation 

8. Draw 

9. Area Charat I. 

10. Accessible * L> ^ubway 
1 i. AccessibiHty by JfTis 

12. Demand tor i^xisrtrif^iujrilitjrs 

13. Condition 

14. Sanitary Facilities 

The shaded nortion of each gra[>;i indicates tl.c evaluation of thai 
s'iie. Site 3B rank'nl highest. 




80 



40 



SITE 1A 475 POINTS 




SITE 2A 360 POINTS 



SrrE2B 520PO1KTS 




SITE 38 745 POINTS 




SITE 3 E 445 POINTS 



4 -H[. i ^-XJ 



Sr<^ 2C 330 POINTS SITE 3C 290 POINTS ' SITE 3F 465 POINTS 




SrrE3A 685 POINTS 




■:tnrttlH-H 



•2 0" 



SITE 30 310 POINTS 



Sntoo 190 POINTS 
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CITY OF NEW YORK 
PRESiOENT OF THE BOROUGH OF OUEENS 

BOROUGH HALL 
KEW GARDENS N Y 



CONALD R MANCS 



Oi'^'Ct or 'HC PmziiOtH 



Clai-c ShulKan 



Steven R> Trlmboll 
December 1st, 1975 



Mr. Saul Nimowitz 
City Planning Coaanission 
2 Lafayette Street 
New York, N.Y. 10007 
2nd Floor 

r 

Dear Sir: 

Conaunity Planning Board #4 unanimously approves of 
thf proposed playground to be constructed at 111th Sti-eet and Corona 
Avenue in Flushing K8<»aow Park, for handicapped as well as able- 
bodied children, as presented to us in it- initial stages. 

Any assistance that the Planning Board can provide 
will be most happily extended. 

Thank you again and we know tnat it will be s success. 

Very truly yours, 

Steven R. Trimboli 
Chairman 




cc: Commissione: ^oseph Davidson - Dept. o- Recr^^ticn 
Mr. Paul Boafilio - City Plann' Cosmisaion 
Mr. Anthony Quandamatteo - Parks Comsiittee Chairaan 
Mrs. Claire Shtrlaan - Director 
Ms* M'\ry Powell - Coor(Jinator 

SRT:nk '^^ 



SITE SELECTED FOR PLAYGROUND 




APPENDIX A 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 
ORGANIZATIONS CONSULTED 



L American DisSetes Association 
New York, N,Y. 

2. American Heart Association 
New York, N.Y. 

3. The Arthritis Foundation 
New York, N,Y. 

4. Association for the Help of 
Retarded Children 

Ne>v York, N. Y. 

5. Association for the Advancement 
of Blind'^hd Retarded 
Jamaica, N.Y. 

6. Beaumont School knd Camp 
Liberty, N.Y. 

7. Center for Deafness Research 
New York University 

New York, N.Y. 

8. City of New York Board of Education 
Bureau for the Education of the 
Physically Handicapped 

New York, N.Y. 

9. City of New York, Department 
of He Jth 

Bureau for Handicapped Children 
New York, N.Y. 



10. City of New York 

Department of Mental Health and 
Mental Retardation Services 
NewYbrk. N.Y. 

I 

y 11. Congress of People with Disabilitici? 
New York, N.Y. 

12. Downstate iMedical Center 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

13. Epilepsy Foundation of America 
New York, N.Y. 

14. The Hospital for Special Surgery 
New York, N.Y. 

15. Lexington School for the Deaf 
Jackson Heights, N.Y. 

16. Muscular Dystrophy Association 
New York, N.Y. 

17. National Hemophilia Foundation 
Metropolitan Chapter 

New York, N.Y. 

18. New York Diabetes Association 
New York. 

19. New York Institute for Child 
Development 

New York, N.Y. 

20. New York Philanthropic Leagiie 
New York, N.Y. 

21. New York Society for Physical Medicine 
New York, N.Y. 



22. New York State Association for Brain 
Injured Children 

New York, N.Y. 

23. New York State Department of Mental 
Hygiene 

Manhattan Development Center 
New York, N.Y. 

24. New York University Medical Center 
Institute of Rehabilitation Medicine 
New York, N.Y. 

25. Queens New York Association for 
Brain Injured Children 

Bayside, Queens, N.Y. 

26. Roberto Clementc State Park ^ 
Program for the Handicapped 
Bronx, N.Y. 

27. Rockland County Center for the 
Physically Handicapped, Inc. 
New City, N.Y. 

28. Rugby E. Flatbush'^Y" 

Program for the Mentally Retarded 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

29. Spina Bifida .Association of Greater 
New York 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 

30. United Cerebral Palsy of Nassau County 
St. James, N.Y. 

31. United Cerebral Palsy of New York City 
New York, N.Y. 

32. United Cerebral Palsy of Queens 
Jamaica, N.Y. 
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APPENDIX B 
INDIVIDUALS CONSULTED 



L Ajyiold Marcus S.; Director 

City of New York, Board of Education 
Bureau for the Education of the 
Physically Handicapped 
'Brooklyn, N.Y. 

i 

2. Ashton, Ellen; Recreation Director 
Manhattan Developmental Center 
New York St^te Department of 
Mental Hygiene 

New York, N.Y. 

3. Ashkenas, E; Parent, Chairman, 
Public School Committee, 
Manhattan Division 
Association for Help of Retarded 
Children 

New York, N,Y. 

4. Axelson, Ethei; Supervisor, Children's 
Service Therapeutic Recreation; 

New York University Medical Center, 
Institute of Rehabilitation Medicinr 
New York, N.Y. 

5. Bartiett, Robert; Chairman, 
Physical Therapy Program 
Downstate Medical Confer 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

6. Dalter, William; Physical Education 
Therapist 

Rugby E. Flalbush ''V" 
Brooklyn, N Y. 




7. Bernard Martha 

Nrw York State Association for 
Brain Injured Children 
New York, N.Y. 

8. Bluestone, Seymour; M.l). 
President, New York Society for 
Physical Medicine 

New York, N.Y. 

Chairman, Departmi'nt of Physical 
Medicine, Montefiorc Hospital 
Bronx, N.Y. 

9 Born, Dorothy ; Coordinator of 
Medical Information 
American Diabetes A^isociation 
New York, N.Y. 

10. Burday, Jerry; Ph.D., .^^-xccutivc DinTtor 
Beaumont School and Camp 

Liberty, N.Y. 

1 1. Carnevali, .Marrtannc; Parent 
Fresh Meadows, N.Y. 

12. Crcchio, Patricia; Parent 
Forest Hills, N,Y. 

13. Davis, Irma H.; Director 
Therapeutic Recreation 

New YorL University Mcdie -i* Center 
New York, N.Y. 

14. Fay. Anna; Chairperson 

Congress of Peoph' with I)i>a!)ihtie> 

15. Glass, Naney ; Assistant Director 
Childrcirs Services 

United Cerebral Palsy of Querns 
Jamaica, N.Y. 
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16. Goldman, Mary; Social Worker 
Knilcpsv Foundation of Am("riea 
New York, N.Y. 

17. Goodwin, Katzen 1)., Executive Director 
Rockland County Center for the 
Physically Handicapped 

New City, N.Y. 

18. Gordon, Ronnie; Associate Professor 
Clinical Rehabilitation Medicine 

New York University Medical Center 
Institute of Rehabilitation Medicine 
New York, N.V. 

19. Gullo, Sal; Director. Day Camp 
United Cerebral Palsy of Nassau County 
St. James, N.Y. 

20. Hansen, Laura; Community Education 
Director 

Lexington School for the Deaf 
Jackson Heights, N.Y. 

21. Hcffron, Joel S.; Parent 
New York, N.Y. 

22. Jackson, Jctta H.; Coordinator of 
Special School Programs, City of New 
York Dept. of Health, Bur(;au for 
Handi('ap[)cd (Children 

New York, N.\. 

23. Jenkins, Lillian J.: C.S.W., Senior 
Consultant, City of New York, 
Department of Mental Health and 
Mental Retardation Services 

New York. N.^ 

24. Johnson, Shjrlc) ; Patient Servire 
(Coordinator 

Muscular !)>slroph\ A>soeiation 
New \ork, N.'t , 

. 0 { " ~ 



25. Kozusko, Ronald; Public Iriforinatioii 
The Arthritis Foundation 

New Yrrk,N.Y. 

26. Lcvinc, Helen 

* Director, Patient Kdu ilion 

New York Diabetes Assonation 
New York, N.^. 

27. Madover, Howard; Coordinator of 
Resouree Development 
Manhattan Developmental Center 
New York Stale DcpartnK^nl of Mcjital 
Hygiene 

iNew York, N.\. 

28. Marx, Marion; R.P.T.. Phybi(^al Therapist 
United Cerebral Palsy of New York. Inc. 
New ^ork, N/^. 

29. Maxon, Matthew; AssH. Director 
Division of Kdiication & Prof^rani.s 
.American Ih^art Association 

New York, N.V 

30. McGuire, Andrea, Director, Proj^rain for 
the Handicapped 

Roberto Clenientt* State Park 
Bronx, N.Y. 

31. MuHer, Keitfi, (>oor(iinator of 
Social Servic(\s 

Center for Deafness Rese arch 
New York University 
New York, N.Y. 

32. Pots,i:, Stephen R.; M.D.. M.P.II. 
Director, City of New York, 
Department of Health 

Bureau for Handicapped Children 
New York, N.Y. 



33. Prioia, Mar\ ; Parent 
Brookl)n. N.^. 

34. Reiss. Philip. P.ll.l).: Kdticational 
(consultant 

A.ssociatiou; for the \(i\aric( inent of 
Blind and Retarded, Inc. 
Jamaica. N.^ . 

35. Ro*jofl\ Berriard. M.I). Ilheuinalologisi 
Hospital for Sp( < ia! Sur«:er\ 

New Urk. \.V 

36. Ko.sen Martha: K\( < uli\e Director 
Association tor the \(l\ancemenl of 
Blind and Retarded. l\\r. 

Jamai( u, N.^ . 

37. Samuel, Su.^an, K\ecuti\e Direc tor 
New York Philanthropic Leajrm* 
New ^ork, \.^. 

38. Schattner, Repna; Kdueation 
Department. Association for Help of 
Ketarded Childriwi 

New ^ork. N-Y. 

39. S( hwart/. Su.^an; Parent 
Brooklx n, . 

40. ScfiaL Bernard. K\ccuti\e \ ice Pre*»id<-nt 
National Hemophilia I'oundation. 
NhMropolitan Cliapter 

New ^ ork. N .^ . 

41. Sh(^pard. Joati A.. Parciit 
Klmhur^t. N.Y. 

42. Spindel, Ksther: K\cctiti\e Director 
Queens New Vork \»()eiation for 
Brain Injured Children 

Bay side. Quecn.^, N.V 



43. \ achss, Nhmreen; Coorchnator of 
Parent Project 

Center for Deafness R(\s(^irch 
New York rniver.^il) 
New York, N.Y. 

44. Walsh, Richard J.; Chairman of 
Board of Trustees 

New York Institute^ for Child 
Dexeloprnent, hic. 
New York, N.Y. 

45. Watson, Kipp; Seeretar) 

Congress of P(^ople with Disa'iilities 
New York. N.Y. 

46. Wcider, Daniel; Kvecutive Director 
Initcd Cend)ral Pal.^\ of Queen^, Inc. 
Jamaica. .N.Y. 

17. ^oun}^, Sarah: Occupational Therapist 
(^'nlcr for D<*afncss HestMrch 
.N(^w' \ ork Tnivc rsitv 
New York. N.^. 

IB. Zunmt^rman, Gloria; Pari^nt, Pr(\sul(^nl of 
Spina Bifida A>M)eiation of GreahT N.^ . 
BrookK n. N.Y. 
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APPENDIX C 
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iSSmi CITY PLANNING .COMMISSION 

J LAfAYtTTlSTRttT. H»W YOKK.N Y 10007 
April lir\975 



ft* I Dcaoottraticn ?lAy9roucd 'or lDt«^rat>ed Play Aaonqat KindlcappecS 

Abl«»Sc41^ Cblldr«y 

Th* Mayor has •j^roved fuftds for tl»« first public j>*rk th»t will b« d««l9n«<i 
for lat*?r«cln9 hardlcApp«fi and abl*-booird chlldr«a. Since thl« will b« th« 
f lr«t public facility of ita kind it vlll tatra aa a <Sc«onstratlv« wklnq 
aodal for furura park daalgnv. 

In ordar to Baxlalza tha soat cttatira approach for thia park» wa ara antlc- 
lpacln9 to run a dasi^ co«?«tltloa. Currant ly. v» ara doiwj aooa baalc 
raaaarch to nat up prograa <juidalinaa aad parfononca atandarCa for tha ccepa- 
tition. Our cchaduia calla for cwtplatlng ouj »-)aaarch by Jur^ I. A »lta 
aala^ioo ??ocaaa for th* aTCoal park locetioA ia b«li>9 doc« conoirrwtly. 

Uatad baloi* ara ItsM that v« would lUa to 9tt your raactlcn to. 

vssst aooys 

Tha u»ar qrwpa wo(*ld cor.alat ci ooo-laatltutlttvalired: bllsd. deaf, cardiacs, 
asputaca. carcteal P*lay, auacular dy3trof*>y, rharaatoid arthritica, dlab-ttcs. 
braln^lAjttZcd. wantally ratardad* aa wall aa abla-bodied children. &ottotw»lly 
diaturbad wsuld net 1» ircladad. 

ror daai^ purposaa, harvdicap* would ba claaaificd by »obillty dyafunctlon Into 
9roupa conaiatlivj of: whaal-chalr bouJVJ, cnitchaa, bracaa, walkara. visual 
i*r*inMnt. Jwarinq isx^iir^nt. cental t«patr»ent and 9enarally lower physical 
tolerant ^ro^P** 

ASSW^TIOKS 

I. Spacial phyaical adaptation would be necessary for aost ef the mobility 
dysfunctions. 

2 Lass activn pUy would ba required for tXs low tolerance qroupa such *« 
cardi*va. and diabetica. Shadiwj would ba eophaaiaod to prevent dehy- 
dration fro» over exposure. 

3. Special acnitorin? and poaaibly enclorare i*ould ba necessary for the mentally 
Ispairad. 



KXJtCtlTtrX DOtCCTOa CJtOU-D M tMfTM ja. 
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ACTIVITieS 

Individual play activities would consiat of« wtter play, sand play. rocking 
(iMveaent). clisbi:*?. and parhaps aound <a»pa,*Ully for the blind). Croup 
actlvitiea would depend on the site aite. but night ccnaist of baaketball end 
track. 

oue to tha fact that this playground will be a first of its kind, aany Iteas 
are still u.nkr.own. In light of this, would like to have your specific 
reaction to tha followinq? 

A. USCT CKCfS 

1. Do you aqrc that ^.ha jser <jroupa sertlonad will use the park? 

2. Would you add any group"* 

3 *»ouli you eliainate any groups? 

4 WhiCh haPdicapj^ groupa do you feel are the largest ir s.T.C ? {K*nk 
theet froB largeat to cullest) 

5. Which mobility dysfunction groups do vcu feel aro the largest in K Y C ? 
[KassX th«Q if you could) • 

B. ASS^MPTIOttS 

I. t>t> you agree with the three ass«ptior.s? 

2 What othera would yc*- add? 
C- ACTIVITIES 

1. Oo you agree with the list cf activifles'' 

2. Vould you add any? 

3. Would you elifiinate an/? 

We would appreciate havi.ng your reply by April 38. so that eay include your 
thinking in our program research If >-oc «uld like to discuss this .afther 
with no. I csn be resched at S6«-«9S6'"». 0105 

Stncaralv. i^t 



liavid Hay*rfeld vJvT 
Urbtn Oesign^r 
Special »roj«icts for t^e Handicapped 
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Assodatim for the AdooHcmtttt of Blind and Rttardid. Ikc. (AABR) 

V ltm%t ' AaBCeSAnOtf ACVAMCItiCMT «« lUMO CMOCMN. l«t^ UASai 
C4tlCTHftV1CtSw«M>UNO««ClVt^Lr MTAJIKO 

RECEIVED 



..pril Jl, 2J75 ^n.f^^*/^'^ 



SpocUi ftoJ«ctJ for cW i^adlCMpfmd 
City ^IcflAiAS Ccanisaion * 

»«» rcr*, jr.r. 2eoo7 

Met, ltos«n MM m to ngpcnd to your ingoiry concvmin; d^tiqn of s 
PvSHic gmrk 4Mi9a«d /or int^^rJtlny hUidScspp^ «aS. ^Im-tcdi^d childfn. 

1. !*• yruyp* ii«t«tf *rt ao»t ii>«iy to »• eh* i>*rJk if its location aiJr^s 

it MCCtMlblm* 

7. c J. I would M/£>.jr 4dd nor <f«l«t« Any ^rcspv. 

4. X MPoid r«AA t/>« iticidmKcm *s follofWt br*iji'ln)uredf Kintal ly r»- 
tJrd*d.> c«r*&r*J pMlfi^d; bliadt d*^/; otA^r ph/tictlly fun4icsrp^. 

5. X Mould r<nJt th« iiicid«oo» of mobility dys/unc^icns folJo*^. 
1. iov j)?iy«ic«i eol«r«Ac»/ 

<?. risati lapgiimcat/ 

4* crotches t &r«c«r Asd wtlJisrs. 
5. tfh»ml'ch9ir ^oond. 

n)«s« ottlMtM of itKld^acs sr* My/Uy lapr«««lon<-t.'r. Th» DepsiruvnC o/ 
tfMlt/> Aiyfit h«r» Mrd <{«t« in «rM. 

*- Asscxrtiats 

1. I «9r9« vitA tA9 /irvt tM*o «x**9ption«. J?ov«irrr, t/»« third «<5Ufiption 
could £>• modifiod. vithin tAi« jort of fscilit^, a ap>»cxsl "snclotar*" 



■A 



Assodaion for the AdDwtcmeKi of Bind and Retarded, he. (AABR) 



City fl«AAio9 OoMdcfioo '2' April 11, I97i 



limited to Airy om yroup «ppMrs to ho contrAdictory fo th* siu 

o/ ii3t«9r«taon. f^vcl^. aonltorlny 3hovl4 b* provided for all ussn 

of £h« p«r/(wh9 aiy^Jt a9«d it. 

i I vould Add th* follctfing, 

•} FMciliZikt M^nyild h« J««ig>*d AAd puhlicix«d in « vty w/ii;/i 
wcuid «A09vr«y« Mxiwa .9hy<ictl iat*{rr«tic<i «Ad <oci«l iAt«r4Ction 
of h*ndScApp»d ADfi roif handicapped children. 

b) TS» /^ilitv ahe^f^* b* d^iyn^ and puhliciz«d in a vsy thit 
aroids Mtlynatixxny handicapped children. 

1. The basic Hat of «ctivi?i*s za a yood one. 

2. I vouid ^U79*<t tor* area* ancoQregln^ group (2ar^ •nd saall) actir^ 
itiea and milit* setisor^ exploration (attch a» the trooxlwn Potanic 
Cardans 'frairance Garden') . 

3. I fovld not aliJdnata «ny of tha activities Hated. 

;t is encouraging to knc*f that Hev rork City i< planning auch an exciting and 
innovativa facility. Pleiaa contact if there ia anything elae tte can *fo 

to aaaiat in the r»«liMtion ot thia project. 

Mat wiahea tor sacceaa. 

vary truiy your<« 

PS hb Philip Peiaa. fiii.C. 

tdx'l. Cona 
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lir« Prvid Kayorfold 
Urbon Bdslg^r 

Special Proj«ct8 for th© HrnGlcapood 
Dear Kr. XAyerfeldt 

ie in retponee to yoxir letter of April 11. L«t oo N>ein by 
* eoying the I rery xuch apor«ciat« the opportunity to pr^gent rjy 
thouAhte on thie very ep^ioAl oork projeot* I aoolo^zo ^het I 
heve noi koct strictly to tb« foraat of your letter. Aleo, tnot 
not bei»l social service profeor ional, I do not tare the infor- 
c«t£on to respcnd kno^ledi^ebly to eorw of the oueetlone. 
I feel thfit I C6n toort r»pl> fros the rie^oint of ths carentft 
of » csr^lculer bandicapood child, Ky doughtor is 7 y«erB old. 
She »oo bom with th« congenital defectv Solna Blfl«d«, or 
o-^en coine, if? ■ uita cosawa to children »lth taif defect. 
Of deufihter ^abuleteo »:ith lon« lec t5r»jo» end crutcies, but 
Med« P nhoclcbair if I'ny distance is involTisd. BecMiw of 
neurologtccl iapelnsent she cannot bo toilet-trpindd^end m 
EUftt te diapered, ar is alco cosaon with thie defect. Hy 
deuchter la « second grade pupil in e Health Unit for the 
o^oioally handicapped ot a flxeen? oubliq rchool. 
Rgfleeting on oy danghtar'o neoda and croferoncea, I »ould make 
the folloikin^ obronrati?ns cwS m»«pe«tidn» for the prooooed 
pcr'< and playijround s.^Ject? 

Integrrtion with t.nd er p1 ecceptence with tht oblo-bodied 
is the undeniable goal in ffll ereco of aocioty. Insofar as cofety 
cca noet coaplate utillMtlon of faqilitlos by the honjicaoped 
are ooncomod, howoTer, I wondor if it wouldn»t b» preferable 
ecw octlritlee for primary use by all the hendlcapped croups, 
not just tl:? "aontally Impaired." 

Proa the csfet/ Dtandpoint» I beliere that not tins will 
bo an eacentiel re»-yire»ont. Providing ehoded arepe 1» an ex- 
cellent idea. Hopefully there will, bo gsaaar arear for routing 
end p«rbap» picnic foe Hi tie a conveniently located. Satar foun- 
tolna that nre eaay to nanitnilete ■ nd at a level for use by the 
wheelchair confined are e particular need. 
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Hectroo:: lecilitiee would ^1 so ^J^^ 
epaci«l nodde in alnd. Guard i?S?f^^®"iir^over 
Xld be slnka designed tcoccoraodPte "J^if f T!^'^'^* 

for thoee who rerulre it, tablee screened for -^rlv cy in 
diapar .hanging j^ld^b.^ bl^se^ ^^^^ ^ 

"--rtrrhi ^^ifviri^s^t^o -"niiSdj^ ^^^^^^ 

centioned in your letter, stingo ".ould "^^'-^^^J^^* 

„m!^; a Bta^ 8?ic ror pupcct ehowo ana otlier ehll<ln»n«\ 



to Kanaevfjr. 



I do hopo thrt oono of 3y ob«rvot>ona ore J*''""''";^ 
wtonreh! I oppreel«t« having had tha opportunity to of far 
thoa. TJsonJc you very ouch. 
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KO«COLA« DVOTHOPKY ASSOCIATION, tHC 



rvKRa I. viMCt a 



Jun© 17, 1975 



Oavid KayerfeXd 
Urb«n Degignttr 

Speci&I Project* for tho Handicapped 

City Planning Cocrai99ion 

2 Lafayette Street 

HOW York* Kow York 10007 

Dear Hr» Hayerfold: 

Thank you foi* asking oxir cdvice for tae project you are involved 
in concerning an Xntegrated-HandiAppod Playground, ou'r Manhattan 
Chapter Patient and Coosaunity Service doBstittee was pleased that 
the city is thinking in terms of designing such playgrounds for 
they feel such playgrounds are desperately needed, iwo of the 
Cocoaittee mcebers wark with vory ytjung handicapped children in 
the public school system, one is a physical therapist and the 
other is a teacher, l^iey readily assisted rae in answering your 
^estionairos and are willing to help in any way they cen if 
furthsr inforsu»tion is required. 

We thought it might be interesting for you to Know the^ response 
we received when wo ashed our little children tveive years of 
ago find under where they %>ould like MDA to take them for their 
susssor outings, ihey said they wante<X to go to jungle Habitat, 
on a boat ride, to a picnic out^f^doors, to the ptrk, the 
botanical gardens, the beach, a baseball park, to an auto race, 
a trip to jPlayland in Ry«, H.Y., to a puppet show and to a nusic 
concert. Wo have found th^t they enjoy thinga that move rapidly, 
such as airplanes. They identify with powerful cartoon figuroa 
such at Bupensan. Their hero is Svil Knivol. They love outer space 
because they dreaa that they would be &blo to walk if they were on 
the laoon. 



Attached are our answers tc your questionaires . please feel free 
to telephone i9«r should you have any ftirther questions. 

P/ Patient sWrvio© Ccordin«D6or 
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QUESTIOKAIRC #1 i 

A. 1. Yea especially if the p«rk is located so that thlre is no 
transportatjon proolems . 

2* Unable to ;\n8wer. 

3. Unable to answer. « 

4. Unable to answer. 

5. Unable to answer. 
B 1 . Yes . 

y 2. Ambulatory MD childrcr. nay fall frequently. After they have 
fallen, tjiey find it difficult to get up. Sharp objects and 
concrete floors should be avoided. 

3. Vfheelchairs will tip if they are^not properly pushed up sharp 
inclines, thorforo, inclines should be long with slow elevation. 
Grounds should should be fairly smooth so that one of the front 
wheels won't drop into a crevice tipping the chair. 



2. 



Yea. 

We would like to have tunnels for the children to crawl through, 
steps for tho chiJ^dren to crawl up and down, pull-up bars at 
vheelchair level, swings with a special harness to held the 
children upright, low basketball loop, a naze through which tJ.e 
children could crawl or walk. 

/ 



/ 



QUESTIOMAIR£ #2. 



Diclosed literature describes the aanifostations cf the d^seajos 
MCA covers and which affects children. 



ey/r 



Unless bom very involved so that they are neviir able to walk, 
nost MD chiloren walk till arourrl 6 years of ago at which tiae 
thoy may go into braces to keep froro falling./ Froqently at the 
ago of 10, thoy are confined to a wheolchairy Generally speaking/ 
they ar<i unable to grasp too well and many.'^y have limited ann 
movoaenf:. They can usually walk unas^irfCed but have difficulty in 
getting uc. 




Wo feci thv^t any typo ofnlily involving the senses is good. We 
like thea to dovalo^jt>ivJir visual perception, thoir hearing and 
ospecia]ly thoir'tfShsc of touch. Ihoy lovo^ to fool aniraals, leave 

K 
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^111 cepTAVMiSBH: 



.£lcM«r«* ate* TiKiy hav* • problw in Uuic ev^rythiii^ i« alwmyg 
running way ttm thwi or faUln? out of th«ir hands, itiey also 
•cjoy thar««tt«« of »»all/ ij*«y Xov« wi^iling the trm» f\ow«re» 
and tha various odors of moth'ar naturs. Ohay love to vatcb things grow. 

4« Ifs hcva found tht^t our c^Idrcn lovs to play hall« thsy love relating 
to aniMlSf playilng in sandboxes « sitting on little plastic aniaals or 
on little chairs. Thsy also love vater sprinklers and showers. 

5* Xe i#ould like to see little tables that a whsolcbair could fit under 
and ba[Ve diedker boards and gaass ^tainted ri^t onto the tops so the 
children could play gaaes. We think littla picnic tables for thea to 
tat at would be nice. Al«o chairs for adults should be located by the 
tables and dhArs fcr. the children. Z^^ is sonstiioes difficult to lift 
the ^lildren out of sandboxes xther a fo re » if the semdbox could be 
raised ao tha wh^^XGhair-oMad fit under it it vould solve many probloos 
Another auggestl^ »ay be tS have scoe type of enclosure so the children 
could be hlO^/ipri^t in the bandbox while he plays. This is sspecicXly 
l^rtant fbr the "floppy" child. He also thought that children would 
love a pendulun type of object to watch and plsy with. Perhaps the 
psnduluai could draw pictures on paper or in the sand. We would like to 
aee a blacikboard-type objectr;Cor the children to write and draw on. 
All little children love X&ttle houses that they can crawl through and 
explortf%. 

6. Most of our children can crawl an^d walk without assistance but need 
asdlstance to get up. However » if bom wiLth a condition with a great 
deal of invblvesent they need assistance to do everything for their 
antscles are totally weak. * Wi^h our stronger children, they should be 
given assistance only when they ask for it. Most people are able to 
aMsiat KO children. Ko special training is recjulred in Bost cases. 

7. Our cdxildren are only physically weak. In moet other^ways, they enjoy 
'jood health and a noiaal life. 

a. Our <^ldren have no special eraotional probXccs. Ttoy do find life 
frustrating because they are dependent And unable to do things for 
thewaaXves* lhay relate to nonaal ^Idrm well except they are 
unable to defend thsMsolves if with aggresaive children. 

9. flurfaceo should ba soft so that if the child falls he won*t hurt hinself 
* Objects with sharp comers or that could hurt a falling child should be 

avoided. Uater fountains should bo low for children in wheelchairs. 

10. BathrooM should bavs no steps* wide doors^ low sinks and toilets of 
varying bei^U. Comaodes on wheels that can be ^* ashed over the toilet 
is very usaful. There ehould bett diaper room with a table suitable for 
chan9ing a diild. Sobs of oux bigger children need bio to take to thes 

to the bathrooa* 
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AlMKTi IDAS 



tAMUtlCtUIMCK 



jfAOMt MlMti 

HAMVfVO SJMflll 
fMVCARTlii MO 
WAS. THOMAS CJ^OMCOAAn 
MAMtyAMLANflV 

W«l vkCX COOOAKO 
JOHNO-NAli 

UldCKAIIilgO M|l»MllT 

MMICAUVHkt 
ALAN UCMtlMtf ftC 

uAMrmt t^CAvirr f«a 

kMtl JOHN a ^C"*"* 
tAMUll M WlUtM 

wm aukmuow 

TMlMOMMAlU Mi(.TO«|i«)lt.f*l 

IMAMClSe «00*<V M 
WAIITH«IIUMI«niN 
IHttrAULN tAulT 
iOMrMtCNiuMt, 
lIMff SMAII 



WMS.MO#TOHl OAVIIMOM 



NOAXAM M KtWtAU 
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u nited cwobroi pai0y of Mwv yoric 

122 east 23rd street/new york. n.y. 10010 / (212) 677-7400 

April 17» 1975 



Kr. Darid Kay erf old 
Vrtvi Designer 

^aclAl Projects for the Handicapped 
cm aWJNINO CCW4I53I0K 
2 Uf^ctte Street 
J.'ew York, H.Y. 1000? 

D«ar >ivld: 

Thinks for your recent letter «bout the plAyground for 
Kandicjpped childrcr. Ky reactions tre as follows: 

yser (groups 

I agree tMt the user groups eentioned tfill prob&bly i^e 
use of the psrk. I would add spi/u bifida (aenin^o-qyelocele) 
as another group in the acbility dyaftmction category. I 
vould ndc the grct^s by site ^s foUcwst Cerebral Pala>** 
spina bifida, rhwaaatold arthritis, macular dystrop^, 
and aaputees due to birth defects. K/ grouping order oay 
not be entir^y correct, it is Jnst an educated guess. 

Asst options 

Tour listed assuapticns t)>pear to be corr«ct in qy Judgment. 
I would add anothtri Playground surfaces raist be saooth 
enough to avoid «kin bres^cdown of those c^dldren who will 
be crawling or scooting on their buttocks* 



Activities 

Your list secned good but incoctplete. 
fcllcwing activity structures. 



Z would add the 



a) Swings of assorted sizet, with back & am supports. 



I AVAILABLE 



Mr. David Kay erf eld, AprU 17, 1975 » paga 2 



Actl^vitiea 

b) Sliding svrface with raap accaaa that, has hand rails. 

c) Playhousa structure with serar&l play l«vels, 
one of which should be at the proper haight for 

•aqy tr&nsfer froa wh^ chairs. Tha playhouse levels 
should be connected to each othar by clii^ble 
stniotures. 

d) For group activities " volleyball 4 basketball areas 
could b« intarehangeable. Basketball hoops and 
volleyball nets need to have adjustable 

height levels. 

rd like to congratulate ycu on the logical and intelligent 
procedures you are following in the plannir^ of this project. 
CooBunicatlng by letter seens a»ore efficient than «ost 
long-winded aectings, and I adoire the way you are pulling 
together suggestions frcn different sources. It is a 
pleasure working with you. 

Slncarely, , 

Karion Kant, T.P.T. 
Ph\ysical Therapist 
United Cerebral palsy 
' of New York City, Inc. 
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|%xk8, Recreation and Cultural Affairs 

j^rtin Lang, Administrator 
iijo4pJi Davidson, Commissioner of Recreation 
ipHerbert Harris^ Assistant Commissioner of Parks 
l^thur A. Baker, Assistant Administrator for Capital Projects 
Cltie Rohrbaugh, Planner 



Department of City Planning 

Victor Marrero, Chairman 

Charles M. Smith, Jr., Executive Director 

Martha Davis, Director of Community Development 
Irwin Fruchtman, Chief Engineer 
Michael J. Pittas, Director of Comprehensive Planning 
Robert E. Selsam, Director, Transportation Division 
Philip B. Wallick, Director of Operations 



Jbrall QSlditri 

USER GROUPS Am SS7E SELECTION 

was conceived and developed within the Special Projects 
Unit of the Transportation Division 

Saul Nimowitz, Unit Director and Project Director 
David Mayerfeld, Research Coordinator 
Mona Levine, Project Planner 



SUe Analysis: Eli Rabineau, Director of Public Facilities 
Sam Voyages, Assistant Architect 

Editing: William We^t, Mona Levine 

Fhatography: George de Vincent 

Many thi:,iks to all of the persons listed in the appendices who 
provided invaluable assistance to this project by sharing their 
^special knowledge. 



Graphics: Phil Sacks, Director, Stanley Shabronsky, 

Barbara Bartlett, Henry Nicholas, Zygmund Apel, 
Hcdy Klein, Leo Lawrence, Norman Shilepsky, 
Vitaly Sorokine, Edward Wliitinan 

Manuscript: Patricia Matthews 

We wish to acknowledge tfic assistance of Larry Allison, 
Aaron Block, Barbara Beuhler, Eunice Fiorito, Jonathan Merrill, 
Marvin Roth, Elaine Solomon and Rona Ellen Weitz. 
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Michael J. Pittas suggested the structure of an architectural 
competition as the best means for designing the playground. 
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HUD Contract No. H-2388 



The research and studies forming tha basis for this report were conducted by the City of New York Department of City Planning pursuant to a contract 
with the U S. Department of Housing and Urban Development <HUD) Office of Policy Development and Research. The statement and corwlusions 
contained herein are those of the contractor and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Government in general or HUD in particular. Neither the 
United <5tate$ nor HUD makes any warranty, exprsssed or implied, or assumas responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of the infprmation herein. 



A PLAYGROUND FOR ALL CHILDREN 



11 



FORSWOHP 



The three booklets of A Playground for All Children describe 
in considerable detail a unique project that we at HUD are most 
interested in: the development, by the City of New York, of the 
nation's first outdoor public playground to be especially designed 
for integrated play between handicapped and able-bodied children. 

r The first booklet describes the special play needs of the 
children, ages three to eleven who are expected to use the play- 
ground, along with their abilities and disabilities. It also 
describes the ccxnprehensive research studies that underlay the 
project, including site analysis and criteria. 

The second booklet deals with the design competition, devised 
by the City^f New York to encourage the widest variety of approaches 
and solutions to this challenging assignment. 

The third booklet — the resource volume — - documents the play- 
ground's development and deals with both process and product. Included 
xn it are t^e survey of existing playgrounds, which was made in pre- 
paration for the competition, the four winning entries, and a des- 
cription of other innovative concepts, designs, and play components. 

We believe that the materials in these booklets will be of inte- 
rest to recreation specialists, architectural designers, to those involved 
in special education of handicapped children, and to ptiblic officials and 
adiainistrators all across the country. As the resource booklet concludes, 
perhaps the playground, when built, "will become a model for similar projects 
everywhere." 

^ We look forward to learning of your reactions to A Playground 
for All Children. 
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Donna E. Shal2da 

Assistant Secretary for Policy 

Development and Research 
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DESIGN COMPETITION PROORAS^ 



City of New York 
Abraham D. Beame, Mayor 




Martin Lang, Commissioner 
Department of Parks and Recreation 



Victor Marrero, Chairman 
Department of City Planning 



August 1976 
NYCnCP 76-13 
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BACKGROUND 




The City of New York is planning the first public playground 
facility designed for children with disabilities as well as for able- 
bodied children. The playground is befieved to be the first of its 
kind in the nation. 



Adopted as part of the City's first Federal Community Develop- 
ment Program, the playground is one of the first of several 
commitments by the City toward the special needs of its handi- 
capped citizens. For generations children with disabilities have 
been unable to use public playgrounds because their design, 
equipment, and activities were inaccessible or were inappropriate 
to their special needs. 

The design of recreation areas and facilities for the disabled is a 
relatively new and still limited area of the design profession. 
Playground design geared to integrated play among handicapped 
and able-bodied children is an even more unfamiliar challenge. 
Hence, the selection of an architect cannoc be based on the 
usual qualifications of experience and performance in this field. 
Therefore, the City is holding a design competition to encourage 
the widest variety of appft>aches and solutions to the unique 
problems this playground presents. The New York City 
Department of Parks and Recreation and New York City 
Department or City P^^nning are co sponsors o1^ /.he competition, 

It is hoped that this competition will encourage wide participa- 
tion and bring the full range of design skills, intelligence, and 
innovative solutions to bear on this unique challenge 



OBJECTIVES 



The following objectives are to be met in the design cf this play 
ground: 



Creation of a public playground that may be enjoyed by all 
children in the three to 11 year age group, regardit^ss of 
disability. 



Proviston of an integrated play experience for disabled and 
able-bodied children. Many children with disabilities have 
little opportunity to participate in the larger community and 
are isolated from al! kinds of evperiences that are considered 
normal and desirable parts of development. Even the few 
recreation facilities available to the disabled child are often 
totally segregated by type of disability. Similarly. i,he able^ 
bodied child's perception of his world is generally limited 
to play with other able bodied children. 



Development of prototypical playground features that may 
be used in neighborhood playgrounds throughout the city. 
It hoped that this playground will become an example of 
how the needs of the handicapped can be served in the City's 
recreation facilities. Successful components of this play 
ground will be reproduced in neighborhood playgrounds as 
they are refurbished or developed. 



RESEARCH 



The City has completed a comprehensive research study of the 
special play needs of children with disabilities. The accompany- 
ing publication A Playground for All Children describes the 
potential user groups the types of children who are expected 
to use the playground, activities that are suggested for each user 
group, and special featrues that are needed. The publiration is 
an integrri part of the Design Competition Program, and should 
be considered carefully by the competitors. In addition an 
appendix, entitled "Accessibility Design Criteria" is included at 
the end of the competition description. It indicates wheelchair 
dimensions for clfferent age groups; clearances and dimensions 
*for ramps, steps, handrails and doorways; and suggested layouts 
for changing areas, toilet rooms and several playground 
components. 

SITE 

The playground will be located in Flushing Meadow Park, one 
of New York City's principal parks. Flushing Meadow, the site 
of the 1939 and 1964-5 World's Fairs, is in the north central 
portion of the Borough of Queens, and contains major regional 
recreational facilities. Primary access is vehicular. 

The specific playground site is adjacent to the Children's Farm, 
the Carousel, athletic fields, and the Zoo, and relatively close to 
the Hal! of Science Museum. The analysis of potential users of 
the playground, and of possible sites, recognized that special 
planning would be necessary to achieve integration. The play 
ground would have to attract able-bodied children. It would 
have to be located so as to have city wide draw for families. The 
area was chosen (see accompanying publication A Playground 
for All Children , Part II, Site Ar^.alysis) because it offers an 
excellent potential for integration because of the surrounding 
facilities. The design should, in all respects v'sual access, entry, 
play facilities - maximize integration opportunities. 



The playground is to have a maximum capacity of 150 children, 
with an expected average attendance of 100 children. It is 
anticipated that children will co'me to the playground with their 
families especially on weekends. However, during the week it is 
expected that special schools and/or institutions will also bring 
groups of children to the playground. 

Existing parking will be expanded on Corona .Avenue and 
1 1 1 Street as indicated. Iri addition a curb side drop off lane for 
buses, vansandautomobiles on Corona Avenue will be provided. 
Because of inherent special safety and supervisory requirements, 
access to and egress from the playground must be limited to 
two entrances one within the Park grounds, and one conven 
ient to the Corona Avenue drop-off area. 




Foreground, Children's Farm. M/ddleground, Terrace on The 
Park. Background, Hall of Science Museum. 
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The playground site (see enclosed map) consists of 2.6 a^res. It 
is presently a grassy area, except for an unused bocci court on 
the north-eastern end^'The boccI court, which has fallen into 
disrepair, may be redeveloped, modified, or removed in the 
playground Resign. However, a handball court east of the site 
will remain for use by the nearby residents. 

The following conditions apply to the sewer and water ease- 
ments noted within the site boundaries: 

(a) No construction of any structures which require footings or 
foundations shall be erected witi in the ei.sement. 

(b) No structure shall span over the easement which has a 
vertical height clearance of less than 20 feet. 

(c) Grading, landscaping, paving and the installation of movable 
or demountable equipment within the easement area is 
permitted. 

(d) No trees shall be planted within the easement area. 

The site has a gentle slope which increases on its western end 
There are a few trees on the perimeter. The design should show 
consideration of the general openness of Flusing Meadow Park 




Carousel 
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View looking towards 11 Uh Street parking area. 




PLAr^CTIVITIES 



General Considerations 



One of the major goals of this pSaygrpund is to demonstrate 
how all children can play together. Ideally, each playground 
activity should encourage participation by children of all levels 
of skills, ability, and agility. 

The planning and design of the playground should consider User 
Group I, the able-bodied child, fr atl activities. It is expected 
that the average use by the oti.er user groups will be as follows 

User Group II • Children with neuromuscular and 60% 

orthopedic disabilities 
User Group III - Children with mental retardation 20% 

and brain injuries 
User Group IV Children with visual and hearing 10% 

impairments 

User Group V • Children with arthritis 5% 
User Group VI - Children with other chronic 5% 
conditions such as heart disease, 
diabetes, epilepsy, and hemophilia 

The playground environment should be captivating and exciting 
to children, whether able-bodied or disabled. Above all, it is a 
place to have fun. The design must allow spontaneous play, and 
offer challenges and rewards for children who, because of their 
handicaps, usually have no control over their environment. 

A range of activities from passive games to active sports is 
required. Competitors should refer to the publication A Play 
ground for All Children which discusses the wide variety of 
special recreation needs that must be planned for, the reasons 
for these needs, and suggests some appropriate activit.as and 
safety and other special features. 



Multiple levels of excitement are needed, from activities that 
calm through to those that stimulate and excite. 

Although facilities for individual, parallel, cooperative, and 
group play are needed, it is expected that parallel and coopera- 
tive play will be the major modes of interaction. 



Multiple levels of skill should be planned for, so that children at 
all levels may succeed, be encouraged by the successful 
experience, and be further challenged. 



Because of the disabled child's limited physical experiences, 
activities that involve cause and effect relationships are particu 
larly suggested. 



Required Activities 

All of the required activities listed below (A,B,C,D,E) must be 
satisfied by the competitor, but can be addressed in any number 
of ways. The designer may satisfy the requirements in separate 
or combined play components. Although there may be differing 
reasons for the activity depending upon the user group, the 
following types of activities are required: 



A Play involving 
body movement 



1. swinging 

2. rocking 

3. sliding 

4. climbing 
5 crawling 

6. bouncing 

7. jumping 

8. balancing 

9. walking 




B. Play that provides sensory stimulation: 

« 

1. tactile play, play involving textures 

2. resilient densities and soft play equipment 

3. sand play 

4. water play (varied types of experiences with water). 
Note that funds do not permit a swimming pool. Equip 
menl using water during the summer must still be able to 
function as viable play components during the non- 
summer months. 

5. activities involving sound vibrations especially User 
Group IV 



C. A modified popular American group sport, such as basket- 
ball, volleyball, etc., in a multi-use space, with a small ampi 
theater or other arrangement to allow viewing. The space 
should be usable for other group activities, such as wheel- 
chair dancing, puppet show.^, etc as well. 



D. Play on wheels a pathway system or "trike track" for 

children in wheelchairs, on tricycles, wheeled carts, body 
dollies, anu/or other wheeled toys. It should provide varied 
spatial and textural experiences which will be heightened by 
children riding through the pathway system. It should allow 
for a choice of directions and turns by the child. Possible 
solutions might include bridges, tunnels, smooth areas, soft 
areas (rubber surfacing) springy areas (rope bridge or spring 
board), rocking area (rocking bridge or see-saw), dark and 
light areas, forks in the pathway, upper and lower pathways, 
etc. 



E. Passive play and interesting rest areas 



Notes on Possible Solutions 



Nature activities, although not explicitly required, might be 
considered as a possible solution to some of the required play 
activities. 

Allowing disabled children to project situations in which theii 
powers are greatly expanded, by providing, in play, outlets for 
experimentation with power through the inclusion of 'evers, 
pulleys, or gears in the design solution is strongly suggested. 
Although not a requirement only because of the difficulty of 
the design problem, activities that enhance the disabled child's 
sense of power through use of devices that have a "multiplier'' 
effect would be considered an extremely desirable method of 
solving some of the required play activities. 




An emphasis must be given to the durability and maintenance 
of the playground. Playground maintenance is a plaguing factor 
for all of New York City, and particular concerns must be 
addressed in the design. There should be no gas cr electric 
power operated play equipment because of this problem. 
Features required are extreme durability, very low maintenance 
needs and a playground as vandal proof as possible. Materials 
should be considered that do not require frequent replacement. 
In designing sand play areas, care should be taken to insure that 
the sand areas are located beyond the spray range of water play 
equipment. Green areas should not be near intensively used 
equipment Greenery and shmbbery should be accessible to 
maintenance personnel and power mowers. 



131 



SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 



A small staff of recreation and park maintenance personnel will 
supervise the playground facility. State and Federal grantsdivaid^ 
will be sought by the City to underwrite the major portion of 
the staff recreation costs. It [s expected that the total staff will 
consist of three recreation personnel and a small maintenance 
team. > 

ft is intended that most of the personal supervision will be done 
by parents or agency staff who accompany the children to the 
playground. Facilties must be designed to allow parental and 
staff monitoring at fairly close range, and include sitting areas 
for such monitoring. Hovyever, skilifui placement and design can 
leave the child unaware of the adult's closeness, fostering a 
positive illusion of independence. For some children (especially 
User Groups II, HI), a more closely contained area is necessary 
for monitoring «nd safety. The design must provide for ease of 
control and supervision. 

Access to and egress from the playground will be limited to two 
entrances •- one within the Park grounds, and one convenient ro 
the Corona Avenup drop-off area. Provision must be made for 
limiting the entran\s to the playground when necessary to pre- 
vent overcrowding. Entrances should be designed to allow for 
the passage of Parks Department maintenance vehicles. 

Safetv is of paramount importance. Resilient surfaces and 
rounded edges on ail equipment are mandatory. Falls should be 
anticipated from all equipment. Grab bars are needed. Handrails, 
not greater than 3/4 of an inch in diameter, should be provided. 
The entire playground must be accessible and safe for wheel 
chair ambulation. 

Activities must be planned^t^nuftiple physical leve's. Children 
will lie, crawl, sit, sit at varied wheelchair levels, ambulate at 
varied wheelchair levels, stand, und run. 
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Protection from the sun isessentia^ for most activities (especially 
for User Groups II, III, Vl). Natural shade may have to be 
supplemented by shading f^'om man made structures. 

Several drinking fountains, accessible from wheelchairs and 
other levels, must be reaaily available for children who have 
difficulty getting about. 

Special attention has to be given to toilet facilities. All toilets 
mi'st be usable by the wheelchair bound. In addition, provision 
must be made fo*^ shielded diaper changing areas for olde. 
children who lack bladder and bowel owutrol. Because some 
older children will need adult supervision or assistance in the 
toil^^ting process, large private toilet cubicles will be needed so 
that an adult rhay accompany an older child of either sex. A 
modified type of bathroom and new type of chahging and 
cleaning area should be located m the independent private 
toilet cubicles. (See Appendix for suggested layouts.) 
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BUILDING PROGRAM 



There is to be a service building (approximately 1,600 sq. ft.) 
on the site to provide space for staff and public accommoda- 
tions** The entire facility must be wheelchair accessible. It is t 
contain the following: 


Space 


Area 


Office for recreation staff 


150 sq.ft. 


Lockable storage closet for supplies 


20 sq. ft. 


Locicer area for 10 staff persons 


80 sq. ft. 


Storage area for maintenance and 
play equipment 


oUU sq. tt. 


First Aid area for children who require rest 
or medical attention. Space is needed for two 
cots, oxygen tank, and refrigerator. This area 
will be monitored by the recreation director. 


ton CO ft 
1 £.\j sq. n. 


Toilet facilities - all wheelchair accessible 
Boy's toilet room: 2 water closets, 3 urinals, 
2 sinks 

Girl's toilet room: 4 water closets, 2 sinks 


as needed 
as needed 


Three independent toilet and changing areas 


75-100 sq. ft. 
each 


Janitor closet 


20 sq. ft. 


Mech. equipment 


as needea 



*Onc component or separate. Iloweimr^ thp reireation ojfwe 
and first aid area must be together. 
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One of the goals of this playground is the development of 
prototypical components that can be placed in playgrounds 
throughout the city, so that they will be usable by all children. 
To satisfy this requirement, the competitor may choose to 
design totally new components that are suitable for reproduction 
in playgrounds throughout thecity, or he may design retrofitting 
components that will make existing standard playground equip- 
ment usable and accessible by children with disabilities; or he 
may consider a combination. The following drawings depict five 
pieces of traditional playground equipment which may be con 
sidered for prototypical retrofitting. 
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KINDERGARTEN SWING (AGE 3 TO 6) 
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PLAY SWING (AGE 6 T0 11) 
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CONSTRUCTION BUDGET 

it is projected that the playground will be built in 1978 at a 
cost of approximately $700,000. 



SEMINAR 

The New York City Department of City Planning has a ^ntract 
v/tth HUD to prepare a national survey of recreation facilities 
for children with handicaps. They will conduct a seminar and 
present slides regarding their findings on or about 
October 7, 1976. The seminar will be open to all interested 
parties. In addition, all registered Design Competition partici- 
pants will be notified in advance by the Professional Adviser. 
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CONDITIONS 

Type of Comjvatition 

As defined by the American Society of Landscape Architects 
and the American institute of Architects this is a Primary Class 
A competition and is open and anonymous as hereafter defined. 

Professional Adviser 

The Sponsors have appointed Charles M. Smith, Jr , A.i.A., 
Executive Director of the New York City Department of City 
Planning, as the Professional Adviser for the c '..npetition. H»s 
address, for registration and Questions only, is: 

Charles M. Smith, Jr., A.I.A., Professional Adviser 

PLAYGROUND COMPETITION 

New York City Department of City Planning 

2 Lafayette Street - Room 2127 

New York, New York 10007 
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JURY 



James L. Beech, O»rector and Construction Coordinator of thenationaiiy accldimed 
Magruder Environmental Therapy Complex, Forrest Park School for Physically 
Disabled Children, Orlando, Florida. Physical Education Teacher and Admin 
istrator. 

Peter Blake, FAIA, Chairman, Boston Architectural Center, Author Editor and 
Architectural Critic, 

Charles Gueli, AIA, Director of Comr .o. .:v Design Rpsearch U S Deparfr^ent of 
Housing and Urban Development Government Project Manager of Studies 
Focusing on Architectural Barriers. 

Enc A McMillan, Industrto' Designer, Creator of revolutionary playground equ'p 
ment at Children's Village. Ontario Place in Toronto, Canada, Captain Kid's 
World at Sea World, Ohio, and Sea World in San Diego, California. Over 
200,000,000 children enjoy these facilities each season. 

J Craig Purves, Director of Planning, Construction and Maintenance, Ontario 
Place, Toronto, Canada. Principal of construction firm specializing in creative 
children's play areas. Director of Construction for Ontario PavihGn, Osaka, 
Japan Cost and materials expert 

Joan Shepard, Vice President of United Cerebal Palsy Parent Association, active in 
Spina Bifida Association of Greater New York, B.S Education Parent of 
Disabled Child 

Robert Zolomij. L.A., Professor of Landscape Architecture, University of HfinoiS, 
Playgrou.id Designer, Specialist in Playgrounds for Disabled Children 



CONSULTANTS TO THE JURY 

David Marquez. 12 y-ars old. graduate of P S 199, Manhattan 1976 Muscular 
Dystrophy Poster boy who would like to see architects and engineers design a 
^ew product that i$ simultaneously transparent, strong and soft The purpose 
of this new material would be to allow wheelchair bound children to ghde over 
sand quickly and yet still feel as if they were moving through sand should 
They or any other child fall, tne softness of this nev/ material would cushion the 
impact 

Joso Rivsra, 12 years old, sixth gr^de student of P S 199, Manhattan Jose is a 
street wise East Harlem urchin he on'y reluctantly agreed to serve as con 
jultant to the jurv when it became abundantly clear that n no way could he 
enter \he competition without being a registered-architect or a 1^ idicape 
architect " nose guys are lucky because I would have won " 



PROCEDURE 



Interpretation of Requirements 

Rules of the competition, parameters of the design and the 
designated competition site will be strictly interpreted. 

EHgibility 

Except as noted below, participation is open to any person who 
is licensed to practice architecture and/or landscape architec- 
ture in the State of New York a*- ' whose residence and/or 
place of business is in the State oi New York; provided that he 
or she files a completed Registration Form with the Professional 
AdviMir on or before September 20, 1976. 

A f irjn of architects, or landscape architects, an association of 
such firms with consultants, or an association of designers 
grouped together expressly for participation in this competition, 
will be eligible to participate provided that no less than one 
person in such group is licensed %t architectural practice as 
above. 

Architectural and design students in New York City may not 
enter this competition even'though they may be associated with 
a firm or individual that is licensed for architectural practice as 
above. There will be a special architectural and design school 
competition in New York City which will be announced for 
interested students. 



Members of the Jury, their associates and employees, and 
employees of the New York City Department of City Planning 
or the New York City Department of Parksjand^Tfecreation or 
Its subsidiaries are excluded from this competition. 
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Registration and Questions 



Every person or group intending to enter this competition shall 
complete the registration form and m'aTnt>in the enclosed self- 
addressed envelope with a $25.00 registration fee, payable to 
the City Planning Department Fund. This fee is m addition to 
the $5.00 fee that was paid for the competition material. 
Registration Forms must be postmarked by September 20, 1976. 

Information submitted on the Registration Form will be used to 
determine eligibility. When the Professional Adviser is unable to 
verify eligibility from this information he will notify the 
unqualified competitor in writing that he or she is ineligible. 
The decision of the Professional Adviser shall be final. 

From the Registration Forms received, the Professional Adviser 
will prepare a Remsterlor his use in communicating with com- 
petitors. \ 

No design will accepted for Judgement from any source 
except from, participants listed on the Register, and the Register 
shall remain confidential except as hereafter provided. 

The submission of any entry indicates that the competitor 
desires, if succei^sful, to execute a contract for architectural 
services with the New York Ci':y Department of Parks and 
Recreation. 

Communications 

All communications requesting clarification of the program or 
requirements shall be addressed to the Professional Adviser, 
typewritten, and without any identification of the sender. No 
such communications will be accepted after October 15, 1976. 

The enclosed self addressed envelopes should be used for mail 
ing the registration form and other communications. 



A copy of questionb received and answers thereto will be sent to 
all competitors at the earliest practical date or dates. These and 
any other necessary communications from the Professional 
Adviser shall be cons'dered modifications and extensions of this 
program. The Professional Adviser reserves the right to disallow 
questions whose answers would not in his judgement clarify the 
program at the particular stage in which they are asked. 

Anonymity 

Competitors are not allowed to communicate directly or 
indirectly with the Sponsors, the Jury, or the Professional 
Adviser, on matters pertaining to the competition, except as 
provided for in the paragraph on Communicdtions above. 

Proof of any such breach, as determined by the Professional 
Adviser, will result in disqualification. Each comoetitor \n sub 
mitting any entry affirms that he or she has con plied with all 
provisions to conceal the authorship of his or he*" entry and 
agrees that any deviation therefrom renders null u d void any 
agreement resulting from the judgement. The Sponbors. for their 
part, undertake to conduct the competition in such a way that 
they, the Jury, and the Professional Adviser have no means of 
identifying the entries imtil the Jury decisions have been made. 
Unwrapping of entries will be performed by personnel other 
than the above. 

Submission 

To make working time equal for all competitors, a deadline 
for completion is set two weeks in advance of the beginning 
of the judgement. Entries must either be delivered before the 
deadline, or have postal proof of compliance with the deadline. 

No entry shipped or mailed will be accepted if it arrives after 
The beginning qf the judgement, even through proof of com- 
pliance with the deadline is received. The arrival of packages in 
New York City in good condition and on time is the responsi 
bility of the competitor. 



Entries may be sent via the U.S. Postal Service, by Air Mail 
Parcel Post, by United Parcel Service, or be delivered by hand. 

Competitors may submit more than one entry providing tney 
submit a completed registration blank and $25.00 fee for eacli 
entry. 

All entries shall be doubled wrapped so that the cuter v^^rapper 
containing postmarks and return addresses may be destroyed. 
The inner wrapping is to be completely unmarked. The compet 
itor shall attach to the back of Board No. 3 an opaque sealed 
white envelope without any outer marking, containing the 
name, address, anu telephone number of the competitor as it 
appears on the registration form. 

Receiving personnel will remove the outer wrapping and assign 
numbers to the envelopes and entries before turning the entries 
over to the Professional Adviser for his examination. 

Entries shall be in one tlat package for each entry. All packages 
shall be double wrapped and identified as provided above, and 
protected adequately for shipment. They shall be sent prepaid 
to the Professional Adviser, as indicated: 



Charles M. Smith, Jr., A. I. A., Professional Adviser 

PLAYGROUND COMPETITION 

New York City Department of City Planning 

2 Lafayette Street, Room 2127 

New York, New York 10007 



The return address of the competitor should appear on the 
outer wrapping. 



1 > 

X o ^ 



JUDGMENT 



The Sponsors agree that the decision of the Jury will be final in 
respect to the selection of the four winning designs. The 
decision shall be binding on all competitors. 

Following delivery of the numbered drawings to the Professiona! 
Adviser, he shall examine them to determine whether they 
comply with the requirements of the Program, reporting to the 
Jury any instances of noncompliance. The Jury, having satisfied 
itsejf as to the accuracy of such report, shall. then disqualify 
from further consideration any entry failing to comply with the 
requirements. The Jury shall make a thorough study of the Pro- 
gram including any modifications and exteni>ions thereof 
previously issued to competitors, and shall then stu^'v thoroughly 
all qualified entries. 
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Evaluation Criteria 



The following point value system will be used in judging the 
entries. 

I. Overall Design Approach and Solution of 30 points 

Prime Objectives 

a. Imaginativeness and overall design approach 
to problem. Shall consider creativity of 
total playground experience and solution 
to general planning criteria such as amount 
of open space, control, location and quality 
of access points, capacity and costs. 

b. Creation of a public playground that may be 
enjovi-d by all children in the three to 1 1 year 
group regardless of disabii'ty. The playground 
should provide a "fun" experience for all 
children. It should captivate, stimulate and 
excite all children. It should offer the children 
challenges and rewards. 

c. Provision of an integrated play experience for 
disabled and able-bodied children. The play- 
ground shouid provide for interaction between 
all user groups on many levels of skill, ability 
and social contact. 





Solution of specific play activities 


25 points 


III. 


Special Considerations. Safety, shading. 


15 points 




accessibility and supervision 




IV. 


Maintenance Considerations 


10 points 


V. 


Building Design 


10 points 


VI. 


Prototypical Features 


10 points 



TOTAL 



100 points 



Seloction of Finalists 



Having selectcJ by discussion and majority vote not more than 
four entries which appear to be the most meritorious among all 
entries submitted, the Jury shall notify the Professional Adviser 
In writing giving the numbers of the selected finalists. 

The Professional Adviser in the presence of the Jury shall then 
cause to be opened the envelopes corresponding to these 
nuncbers, and announce the names and addresses of the finalists 
to the? Jury. The envelopes shall be opened in such a way that 
neither the Jury nor the Professional Adviser shall be able to 
associate the name of the finalists with a particular design. 




i 



Prizes 

There will be four prizes, each a $10,000 Contract Award. It is 
the intention of the Sponsors to employ the four winners to 
produce design development documents of their winning 
designs, as described in Contract Awards in the following 
paragraphs. 

Honorable Mentions may be given, without contract awards, at 
the discretion of the Jury. 



Use of Features of Unsuccessful Designs 

The Sponsors reserve the right to make use of any original indi- 
vidual feature of an unsuccessful design. The amount of 
compensation to the designer shall be mutually determined by 
the designer and the sponsors. In the event of a deadlock, the 
Professional Adviser shall designate an arbitration panel con- 
sisting of three New York State registered architects and/or 
landscape architects, to determine the amount of compensation. 
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Contract Awards 



To assure the Sponsors of buildable schemes, and of a firm's 
administrative capabilities, each winning finalist will be aw^'^ded 
a $10,000 contract to prepare design development drawings of 
his winning scheme, "^he finalists will work closely with the 
Sponsors during this period. The Sponsors reserve the right to 
require design element modifications if necessary. During this 
time, the Department of Parks and Recreation will perform 
technical and administrative evaluations focusing on meeting 
deadlines, costs, construction problems, maintenance and 
durability concerns and other related items. 

Selection of Firm for Architectural Services 

At the end of the Design Development stage, the Sponsors 
will select one firm based on the above evaluations. It \s the 
intent of the Sponsors to contract with the selected firm for 
the preparation of the construction contract documents. 

The four winning finalists shall furnish such evidence as may be 
required with regard to experience, staff, and proposed con- 
sultants. If the Sponsors consider these qualifications inadequate, 
the selected finalist will then be required to associate with an 
architectural firm selected by him on consultation with and 
acceptable to the Sponsors. 

Fee Schedule 

The fee wiM be six (6) per cent of the construction cost less 
$10,000 already paid for in design development. 



ENTRIES 



Exhibition and Pubitcatton 

No entries submitted shall be exhibited or published until the 
results of the Judgement have been announced. The Sponsors 
reservethe right to subsequently exhibit and publish «^uch entries 
as they may elect. Every reasonable effort will be made to 
insure that all authois are given full credit for designs so exhib 
itec^ or published, but the Sponsors cannot be responsible for 
the failure of the press or others to give proper credit. 



Return of Entries 

When desired by the competitor, entries will be rciurned 
pronr^ptly following termination of the Judgement, with the 
exception of such entries as have been selected for exhibition 
and/or publication. These will be returned upon request at a 
iater date. 

The competitor will indicate a desire for return of submission in 
writing to be included with the identification in the white 
envelope attached to Board No. 3. A^so included should be 
instructions as to how the entry is to be returned, and postage if 
required. 

Ow-Tership 

The entries of the winners shall become the property of the 
Sponsors. 

The winning competitors selected by the Jury acknowledge the 
right of the Sponsors to carry out the design, if necessary 
through personal representatives, successors, assignees without 
additional expense to the Sponsors beyond the terms of the 
contract. 
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SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 



It is the desire of the New York City Department of City 
Planning and the New York City Department of Parks and 
Recreation to encourage the participation of large numbers o"" 
responsible competitors. To this end the form ^»f entry is 
intended to be simp'e but complete. Competitors shall provide 
a!l ihe required documents at ♦he required scales and sizes. No 
other presentation material is permitted. 

No identification of the entrant may appear on any part-o" ihe 
submission, except concealed in an envelope attached to back 
of Board No. 3. Entries will be kept anonymous until judging is 
completed. 



Presentation 

All drawings shall be on stiff white boards 30" x 40". Color is 
permitted. Printed reproductions of drawings, tones, lettering 
or typescript may be mounted upon the boards. All specific 
explanatory notes and diagrams shall be placed on the boards. 
All plan boards must be organized with the northern boundary 
to the top (as per enclosed plan drawings) with boards com- 
posed horizontally. Borders and a title shall not be used. Each 
drawing shall be identified (i.e. plan, section, elevation, detail, 
diagrams, etc.). The number of the board shall appear in black 
1" high at the lower right hand corner of each board. 

All presentation materials must be mounted flush with the 
boards, no raised material shall be allowed. 



1"^ 



Documents 



Required: Mandatory Drawings: Three numbered boards ^ach 

30" X 40" 

Written Statement: One to three pages, 8-1/2" x 

\ir', typewritten, double- 
spaced. 

Mandatory Drawings: 

Board One - Area wide plan at 1" = 20 feet using the enclosed 
site plan covering area of 22" by ^0"'. Remain- 
der of board to include two sectio.'j-eleva+ions at 
r' = 20'. 



Board Two - Single overall representation of solution in 
perspective, isometric or model photograph. 
The view should be taken looking north from 
Corona Avenue. 




August 3, 1976 

September 20, 19/6 

. . .October 7, 1976 
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Release of Program 
Opening of Registration 

Closing of Registration . 

Seminar 

(on or about) 



Board Three- Detail drawmgs. rendi ings, or model photo 
graphs at a suitable scale shewing a minimum of 
three playground componencs. These should 
indicate the construction/fabrication, materials 
and how the equipment will be used. Suppurting 
text* IS allowed but only to the extent that the 
graphic explanation cannot fuliy convey the idea. 
Text shouljd include a description of uniqiae 
materials, or systems manu.actured regarding 
their properties, maintenance character-stics, etc. 

Written Statement (Required) 

One to three pages, 8-1/2" x 1 V\ typewritten double- 
spaced, containing a brief discussion of the designer's con 
ceDtualizat»on of the playground and a discussion of his 
solutions to the reauired objectives. The written statement 
shall be stapled together, inserted in a plain manilla 
envelope and attached to the back of Board No. 1. The 
competitor may also (optional) wish to include m his 
written statement explanatory material relating to the 
solutions to the required play activitie<^. 



Final Date For Quest'ons 

Final Date For Suhmission 

Jury Convenes, . . 

Announcement of Awards 
(approximately) 



October 15, 1976 
November 22, l97o 
December i\ 1976 

December 9, 1976 



i 



The following section was compiled to give the contestants an 
insight into some of the dimensions and clearances that should 
be considered in the playground design. 



HANDRAILS 




It?:- 



WATER 
FOUNTAINS 



TOILET 
ROOMS 




The following information was extracted from the Illustrated Handbook of the Handicap 
Section of the North Carolina Building Code 



KlILET BOOM.PLAIUS 



DUE TO ADDITIONAL LENGTH OF 
KANOICAPPIO TOILET STALLS 
IT it SUOOCSTEO THEY 9E 
LOCATED AT END OP TOILET ROOMS 
THUS ""^^p^ 

g^e'imrHPLOCR MOUNTED V^C j 
VITM VALL MOUNTftO W.C. 




STALLS MAY OCCURT END Of 
ROOMiSE EKrrEREO FROHTHE 
fi^lOE IF DOOR \Z a»-O"VI0E < 
STALL IS 3^4' VIDE 



TOILET ROOM 000 1^ 
MUST 6VING OUT IF 
-PRIVACY SCREEN IS 
USED AS SHO«/N 
UNLESS SPACE 
5ETWEEND00R < 
SCREEN IS AT LEASr 
S'-O' IN ACCORDANCE . 
WITH IU4 ^ 



3' O' . 



a 



OPCH POOR MUST NOT 
OVERLAP y^" MIN 
CLEAR CORRIDOR 
WIDTH 





o., ■ i „. 










MiN ^ 




\ 

\ u 









SUGGESTED ENTRY < PRtVACV 
SCREEN ARRANGEMENT TO ^RC✓^ NT 
DOOR SVIMGING OUT INTO THE 
CORRIDOR DOOrlS MAY SWING 
IKJ OR OUT 
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SLIDES AND CLIMBING AREAS 

Access to upper k^-vel provides freedom 
from ladders. Area is flat and can 
accommodate groups. 

Access to slide area is paved vkfalk/rsmp 



Timber climbing apparatus 
designed into slope. 




Area at base of slide is frpp-draining ar\d 
resilient. 



Slide wid^ a^^ows use by more than one 
child at a ikoe 



' ELEVATED SAND-TABLES 




Elevated ' '^a containing sand or water 
provides access for those in wheelchairs. 
Flat area is useful for toy cars, crafts, etc. 



BASKETBALL HOOPS 




Basketball hoops lowsred to 7'-0" from 
standard lO'-O" ht. allow those in wheel- 
chairs gild young childr-en to enjoy the 
game. 



The following sketches were exu acted from S ame free Site Oesig -t, by the A S L A Foundation 
and the H^U D Off we of Po' / Developmerit and Research 



Provide rsmp area at 10% max. & 3' 
wtde.Handr8iis are helpful for thote on 
foot. 



Extending timbers to oe. r walkway 
allows child with mobility problem to 
help himself to more central parts to 
play with others. 



curb at edge is helpful for wheelchairs. 




Paved walk allows access to all areas to 
J enable play with other children. 

RAMPED BRIDGE 






CLIMBING TIMBERS 



La )ut Recreation Facilities 
To Allow Continuous Circulation 



Area near wall can be used 
for toy cars, eta 




Rocking bridge gives sensation of verticle movement 
to person in wheelchair. Provide rubber cushions to 
end edg^s to minimize impact when end d^'ops ?,nd 
to pfotejit other children's hands tf plavtng at end 
area 



Area 36" deep, 30*' wide, 
raised sand area allows person in wheel 
chair to emoy use of sand without 
removal froni chair. 



ROCKiNG BRIDGE 



RAiSEDSAfMD AREA 
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Endorsements 



National Research 



The following organizations have endorsed, reviewed and 
participated in the preparation of this contest document 
New York State Council of Landscape Architects 
New York Chapter of the American Institute of Architeas 
National Institute for Architectural Education 



The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 
Office of Policy Development andJBesearch furnished the 
Department of City P\anu'y^ traveled research grant. 
The research yielded many ideas contained in the program 
and furnisjjted the semmar material. 

\ 



Funding 



The Eastern Paralyzed Veteran's Association has 
contributed toward the costs of this competition. 



Student Competition 



The Eastern Paralyzed Veteran's Association is financing 
the costs of the architectural and design student competition. 
The National institute for Architectural Education and the 
following schools will participate. 



City College, School of Archi ecture 
.Qalumbia University, School of A»*':hitecture 
Cooper) Union, School of Architecture 



New York Institute of Technology 

Parsons School of Design 

Pratt Institute, School of Architecture 

/ 



A.I. A. Committee on Architectural Lnign Competition 

The American Institute of Axhitects' Committee on Architectural Design Competitions 
has neither approved or dispproved this orogram due to the suspension of the A i,A. 
standard requiring approval of competition programs. 
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D6partm8nt of Parks ami Recreation 



Oapartmant of City Planning 



Martin Lang, P.E. Commissioner 

Joseph P. Davidson, Deputy Commissioner 



Aith'ur A. Baker, Assistant Administrator for Capital Projects 
Robert J. Ditty, Director, Office of Managertjent Budget 
Paul Brown, Program Analyst 



Victo* Marrero, Chairman 
Charles M. Smith, Jr., Executive Director 
Philip B. Wallick, Assistant Executive Director 
Jerry Miller, Director, Public information 

Barry Light, Director, Community Development 
Michael J. Pittas, Director, Land Planning Division 
Robert E. Selsam, Director, Transportation Division 




DESiGI^ CO^PETSTION PROGRAM 



was developed within the Special Projects 
Unit of the Transportation Division 

Saul Nimowitz, Unit Diractorand Project Director 
David M^yerfeld, Architectural Coordinator 
Mona Levine, Project Planner 



Photography: George de Vmcent, Adriana Kleimon 

Photo Retouching: Leo Lawrence 
Msnujcript: Patricia Matthews, Elaine Solomon 
Drafting: Joseph LoRusso, Henry Chin, 

Richard Campanelli, Cy Heusinger. 



Book Deaign: Phil Sacks 

Graphics: Phil Sacks, Director. Henry Nicholas, 

Lou Castelli, Leo Lawrence, Zygmund Apel, 
Norman Shilepsky, Vitaly Sorokine, 
Edward Whitman. 
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Professional Adviser: Charles M. Smim, Jr., A. LA. 



